USS Tahoma Marine Guard Standards
Even the marines of the 1860’s were a little different so expect to spend a little more for the uniform then the other services. Examples are the chasseur (dished top) style kepi, buff leather belts (army went to black in 1852), summer white pants and 7-button undress frock coat vs. the army 9-button. Military clothing of this period seemed to have two major objectives, duration over comfort and warmth over cool so expect itchy, scratchy and to be extra warm during the heat of summer. This is the clothing worn in every clime that US Navy ships went and had to survive the rigors of ship board life.
Marines are a regular service which meant that uniform standards and maintenance are held to a higher standard than volunteers. Finally there is Naval officers higher expectation of standards of Marines as Marines were among the first faces dignitaries would meet when boarding US Navy ships and bases during diplomatic missions. The maintenance of the uniform means all brass will be polished, black leather will be polished and buff leather will be kept as white as possible.

The uniform standards of the USS Tahoma Marine Guard (TMG) are designed to reflect the expectations of 1860, accurately portray that to Marines of the 21st century and minimize the cost of procurement for the members of TMG. The committee recognizes the expenditure for the complete uniform. It expects it will take members a couple of years to acquire the uniform. Clothing meeting these expectations will have been accepted by the TMG uniform committee. The Civil War Uniforms of the United States Marine Corp: The Regulation of 1859 by Lt. Col. Charles H. Cureton and David M. Sullivan will be the main source of supporting documentation though others may be used as accepted by the TMG Uniform Committee.
Below is an incomplete comparison of the USMC uniform allotment for a 1860 4 year enlistment v. the Army 3 year enlistment:

1859 Marines uniform regulations for enlistment period 

Of  4 years:







Typical Army enlistment:
1. One dress Hat (Shako)




1. One great coat

2. Seven pairs of linen trousers (White trousers)

2. Two blankets

3. Two sets of epaulette





3. Eleven flannel shirts

4. Twelve shirts






4. Thirteen pairs of trousers

5. Four fatigue hats (Kepi)




5. Twenty pairs of brogans

6. Eight blue flannel shirts




6. Twenty pairs of socks

7. Eight pairs of socks





7. Two leather stocks

8. One blanket






8. Two pom poms

9. Two full dress coats (Dress Frock)



9. Two Brass & accoutrements
10. Eight pairs of woolen trousers (Sky Blue)


10. Five cap covers

11. Two leather stocks





11. Seven dress caps

12. One great coat






12. Eight dress coats

13. Four fatigue coats (Undress Frock)
  


13. Ten fatigue coats

14. Eight pairs of drawers





14. Five dress hats

15. Sixteen pairs of shoes

Additionally information to the above:

two fatigue sack were issued for ship board use 

fatigue hats came with rain and sun covers

white kid dress gloves

The epaulette remained US property

Kepi:

1859 USMC enlisted kepi is available from Greg Starbuck and Dirty Billy’s. Make the kepi one of your first pieces of equipment as people tend to look at other people’s faces. These are delivered with the correct emblem, chin strap buttons, leather sweatband and other details. It is recommended to also acquire the rain cover and the sun cover at time of order as they are fitted to the cap. These sources custom build the kepi to your head size so be prepared to offer your normal hat size (6 7/8, 7, 7 1/8, 7 ¼,….) or circumference in inches. Greg Starbuck (You will need to request the chin strap buckle if you wish to have one.) takes about 6 – 8 weeks, Dirty Billy’s takes considerably longer.
Eyewear

Period eyewear had straight temples and no nose pads. Eyewear in the affordability of enlisted marines was steel frames. Temples that were shaped to better hook the ear and nose pads were post Civil War. That being said, go without for the day if you can, wear contacts, or get a period spirit style of frames and we’ll  not notice the curved temples or nose pads. 
Canteen

1858 smooth or bullseye pattern federal canteen with dark blue cover. Preferred pattern is Philadelphia pattern as described. Smooth pattern with pewter spout, stopper on string and leather sling (Phila. Depot) was used throughout the war, bullseye pattern with pewter spout, stopper on string and cloth sling (Phila. Depot) were introduced in June 1861, smooth pattern with pewter spout, stopper on chain and web sling (New York Depot) were introduced in August 1861 and finally smooth pattern with tin spout, stopper on string and web sling (Cincinnati Depot) is introduced in  August 1862 . Canteen body may be tin or stainless steel and is available from a variety of vendors. Canteens were issued to the unit, not to the individual and only drawn from storage on order of the commanding officer. Adjust the height of your canteen by tying a knot in the canvas sling. WCWA considers this a safety item so make it among your first purchases. 

Grooming

Hair trimmed in a military manner consistent with 1860 Marine practices which means no pony tails or ribbons. Women military members will attempt to put their hair up in such a fashion as to not draw attention to their sex. Beards and mustaches will be groomed and trimmed in a neat and orderly fashion. Visible body piercings will be removed during public hours.
Fatigue (Undress) Frock Coat
The Seven button fatigue frock of correct pattern is available from Quartermaster Shop and NJ Sekela. Quartermaster offers several pricing options. They are manufactured with the bottom unhemmed and the cuffs of the correct design. The lighter weight deluxe wool offered by Quartermaster Shop is recommended over their regular weight for summer comfort. The tail pockets included in the Quartermaster are not correct but will be overlooked. Both vendors pricing is comparable when you demand the deluxe wool and hand sewn button holes. NJ Sekela is the better pricing option for sizes above 44R. Delivery expectation from time of order is about 8 weeks.
Fatigue Sack
The Fatigue Sack was also known as the Enlisted Summer Fatigue and is the acceptable alternative to the Fatigue Frock Coat. It must be worn with a white shirt underneath. This is offered by Quartermaster Shop in standard coat sizes as well as measured to fit. Their regular offering is flat back, no yoke. The yoke style of the Stamatelos Collection can be ordered by specifying the yoke of the 1883 shirt as that is the pattern used by Quartermaster for the yokeless sack. Priced according to details ordered and delivery is about 8 weeks.

Shirts

You’ve got some latitude. White linen, white cotton or dyed wool flannel. The white cotton was of the federal pattern but we allow boiled shirts. The federal pattern white cotton shirts are available from NJ Sekela and Myrtle Avenue Clothiers. Boiled shirts are available at multiple sutlers. Delivery time is dependent on stock on hand.
Blue dyed wool flannel in the federal issue pattern is specified in the regulations but the red wool flannel of the earlier regulations was also allowed. Sources include NJ Sekela and C&D Jarnagin. Delivery time is dependent on stock on hand.
Summer White Trousers
The trousers will be of cotton duck with French pockets. Acceptable options are watch pocket and backstrap adjustment instead of lacing. Talk to Uniform Committee members before ordering for proper measurement, sources and delivery time. White painters pants are not acceptable. Get a second pair when you can do it and save them for best wear such as parade and school demonstrations. 
Braces (suspenders)
Period correct material is linen though cotton is acceptable with prong style clasps and leather or rubber ends. Full length elastic webbing and plated clamp clasps were not yet available during the Civil War. Color is whatever you fancy. Sources include but are not limited to NJ Sekela and C&D Janagin. Delivery time is dependent on stock on hand. Period correct is encouraged as you will already have the correct gear for groups or events that have more stringent standards but is not enforced by TMG.
Socks

Federal pattern hand knit wool socks are available from NJ Sekela. It is strongly advised to get two pair. Wool or wool blend boot socks are acceptable. Period correct is encouraged as you will already have the correct gear for groups or events that have more stringent standards than those enforced by TMG.

Brogans

Federal issue brogans are rough out black leather. Brogans will be polished. Expect to pay the same price as you would for a top grade set of dress shoes. Don’t go cheap. You can’t play if your feet are unhappy due to shoddily built foot ware. Pricing is $100 for the Fugawee clear up to $300 for pure handmade, no modern short cuts made by Missouri Boot and Shoe (MB&S) or the Colonial Williamsburg. Expect to pay $120 to $160 or better if your personal foot issues require you to use a custom shoe maker as Cantrell, Robert Land, MB&S , or  J. Lammar. Expect 6 to 8 weeks delivery time for custom made brogans. Fugawee is available direct or from several sutlers, has an excellent exchange policy and is usually delivered in 1 week.

Brogans need to be broken in. They get this way by wearing them. Do this at home before an event. Methods include and are not restricted to the following for easing the break-in procedure: Soak the whole boot and wear until dry, pour boiling water in and then out and put on immediately, pour rubbing alcohol in allowing soaking, pouring out and putting on immediately. Options 2 and 3 may need to be repeated if chosen but can be accomplished over several days. The 1860 toe box is not the same as the 2010 toe box. Keep nails trimmed and do discuss this with your shoe maker/provider if you think this will be an issue. You can get a limited amount of stretch during break-in but don’t expect Nike type room. Feet unaccustomed to solid leather soles will feel beat up after a day’s walk. Break yourself in. Consider inserts, period inserts were cork or fleece, non-period is DR. Scholl’s. Cork inserts have the advantage in that you can make your own arch support. I put on about 1 mile a week on my brogans as I find that regular exercise of the shoe seems to keep them feeling good. Practice parade rest so you can achieve the look without fatiguing a heel during long ceremonies.
Heel plates extend life but can be treacherous on hard surfaces such as tile floors. Heel plates may not be acceptable at places with wood floors and hob nails are not acceptable. Consider the majority of the type of events you participate in as you consider sole and heel appliances. Consider getting another pair with the alternate sole you desire for maximum flexibility. 

Rubber soles are acceptable. Blockade Runner sells brogans for $80 with rubber soles as a $35 option or you can have your local cobbler install rubber half sole and heels. 

Get measured with a good boot sock, current rag wool blend and period hand knit are of comparable thickness.

Buy a spare pair of laces.  

Waist Belt and Buckle
1.9 inches wide made of buff leather with rectangular polished brass plain buckle. Clipped corners are not acceptable. Proper buff leather belts are available from C&D Jarnagin and Dell Leather. Buckles are available from Fall Creek Sutler, Mercury Supply Company, and S&S Firearms. Delivery of buff leather is dependent upon supply so expect it to take several weeks from time of order.
Baldric

Baldric will be of buff leather with a polished brass plain oval breast plate. Federal products manufactured from 1862 had to be marked as to manufacturer. Preferred manufacturer stamps are no stamp, H.A. Dingee or C.S. Storms. Baldrics are available from C&D Jarnagin , Dell Leather and Duvall Leather. Delivery of buff leather is dependent upon supply so expect it to take several weeks from time of order.

Cartridge Box Sling
Cartridge box sling will be of buff leather. Federal products manufactured from 1862 had to be marked as to manufacturer. Preferred manufacturer stamps are no stamp, H.A. Dingee or C.S. Storms. Slings are available from C&D Jarnagin, Dell Leather and Duvall Leather. Delivery of buff leather is dependent upon supply so expect it to take several weeks from time of order.
Cartridge Box
Cartridge box will have a plain flap with no holes and must be compatible with your musket caliber. This means .69 cal. for your 1842 Springfield musket or .58 cal. for your P53 Enfield, 1855 Springfield, 1861 Springfield or 1863 Springfield. Acceptable patterns are 1857 and 1861. Preferred manufacturer marks are no marks, H.A. Dingee or C.S. Storms. Prices and sources vary but the purchase of quality is strongly encouraged.
Cap Box

Cap box early war US Shield style or mid war style is acceptable. Preferred manufacturer marks are no marks, H.A. Dingee or C.S. Storms. Prices and sources vary but the purchase of quality is strongly encouraged. 

Bayonet Scabbard
Bayonet scabbard will be of the 1828 pattern and is only available from C&D Jarnagin. You must specify the bayonet style (Springfield model year, Enfield) you will be using when ordering. The 1842 Springfield bayonet is shorter than the later Springfields. Springfield is slightly different than Enfield. Consult with the Uniform Committee before installing the scabbard on your baldric. 

Musket

Muskets will be kept clean and in good repair. Acceptable muskets are the 1842 Springfield musket, 1842 Springfield rifled musket, late model 1855 Springfield, 1861 Springfield, 1863 Springfield and the P53 Enfield. Bayonet should be ordered at same time as musket for best fit. Most sellers of muskets offer this service. Muskets are available from a variety of sources. 
Musket sling (optional)

Though the regulations say “muskets will not be put in the hands of troops without slings” the photographic evidence shows this was not strictly adhered to. Best sling available is from Duvall Leather. Specify black when ordering.
Highly recommended items:
Copy of Hardee’s Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics. These are the tactics practiced by the WCWA Union Brigade and are available on-line and hard copy.

White Seabag for keeping your uniform and other bits. These are available from one of our members or Hesson Clothiers.
Musket cone modified for reliable ignition of blank loads. This is not to be used when firing live rounds with musket ball. Modified stainless steel musket cones are available from Regimental Quartermaster.
Dedicated one piece cleaning rod of sufficient length for your musket. The supplied musket ram rods are not built to the same standard or in the same manner as originals and have been known to come apart.
Correct pattern musket wrench for your musket. Most on the market are Pakistani or India manufactured and will need tuning to properly fit the screws on your musket.

Correct wiper(worm) for your musket. It’s handy for retrieving lost cleaning patches.
Correctly sized cleaning jag for your musket.

Appropriately sized tompion for your musket. This is to be used in camp only but it keeps various debris out of your musket.
Musket sack to protect your investment during transit. Blockade Runner makes them of sufficient length.

Federal pattern haversack. 
Winter gloves: Gloves will be woolen. The preferred pattern is the Federal pattern finger mitten.

White gloves. These seve two purposes: 1) present a little more formality to the uniform when occasion calls 2) provides a way to hold your shiny musket with sweaty hands minimizing field bronze (rust). The list of good, better, best is cheap parade cotton, USMC issue, and kid leather gloves.
Uniform expansion:

Vest

Military pattern in dark blue or sky blue are acceptable. Buttons will be Marine buttons.
Blue winter trousers.

The trousers will be of sky blue wool with French pockets. Acceptable options are watch pocket and backstrap adjustment instead of lacing. These are worn between October 1 to April 30. These are available from Quartermaster Shop. 
Great Coat

The marine enlisted and the officer great coats are available from Quartermaster Shop.
Full Dress Frock

The full dress frock is blue wool and available from Quartermaster Shop and NJ Sekela. Musicians will order their full dress frock in red and are available from Quartermaster Shop. The Epaulette and the epaulette fringe are separate purchases. These are available from S&S Firearms and Quartermaster Shop.

Shako

The shako is worn for the full dress uniform. Dirty Billy is the only known maker of the shako so expect a long wait time. He is aware of the three different variations and will make according to which you desire. The difference between enlisted and officer is the ponpon or acorn. The enlisted ponpon is red and the officer is gold. Both can be ordered at the same time and it suggested that be done at time of order. The marines also had what they called walking dress which meant the kepi was substituted for the shako.  

Leather Stock

The leather stock, also known as the dog collar or leatherneck, was by regulation to be worn with all uniforms. Research shows that it was only worn with the full dress uniform. It is worn over the shirt collar so as no shirt collar is visible. These are available from Dell Leather and Duvall Leather. 
Drawers

Federal pattern drawers are available in modern to authentic stitching. NJ Sekela and Myrtle Avenue Clothiers also include the federal inspection marks. We practice a Don’t ask, Don’t tell policy on this item.

Bottom Shirt
Period style bottom shirt (undershirt) are available in modern to authentic stitching. Sources are Morris Clothier’s, Traveling Man’s Emporium and Corner Clothiers. We practice a Don’t ask, Don’t tell policy on this item.
Pistols

Pistols are permissible when the position is an officer, when assigned to Artillery only,  when assigned special guard duty, when assigned guard duty is in a confined space where the musket is impractical, or by special permission of the commanding officer. It is to be worn in period fashion, butt forward when worn. Acceptable pistols will be the 1855 Dragoon, 1851 .36 cal. Colt, 1860 .44 cal. Colt, 1861 .36 cal. Colt, 1858 pattern Remington in .36 or .44 cal. Preferred pistols and revolvers are the 1855 Dragoon, 1851 .36 cal. Colt, 1861 .36 cal. Colt, 1858 pattern Remington in .36. All revolvers will be iron frame. No brass frame as federals did not have brass frame revolvers. Those wearing pistols need to know the manual of arms for pistol and the relevant safety rules of the WCWA.
Camp Accessories:

Hot dipped tin cup. 

A really good one can be purchased from the Goldendale Tinsmith and there are other sources. Goldendale Tinsmith runs batches so buy when available. Various sources offer lesser quality but adequate cups.

Gum blanket 

Always handy in case it rains. These are made in batches. Most period correct are sold by NJ Sekela and C&D Jarnagin. Less correct patterns are available from a variety of vendors.

Federal pattern blanket 

Early war is grey, mid-war and later is brown. Available from various sources.

Tents

Marines used ships during their campaigns so never fully adopt the dog tent though they did employ them to a small degree. The preferred tent of the Marines was the wedge tent though the Sibley was also used. The TMG also accepts period correct wall tents. Suggested suppliers are Yakima Tent, and Panther Tent. Yakima Tent will custom make the wedge tent to US Army Quartermaster specifications. Talk to members of what they chose, the options they picked and why before making your purchase.
Knapsack
Marines are known to have used the Mexican War style early in the war and then adopted a mid-war model. The proper Mexican War style is available from American Civil War Knapsack. The options they offer are latex (standard), period finish (special order and extra cost), modern size (standard) and original size (special order). You will need to supply a picture of the white oval with USM which they will add at no additional charge.
