List of Marine facts to help aid our CW Marine impression
Recruiting facts:

1. One  of every two Marine’s enlisted during the CW was recruited at Philadelphia.
2. Marine Barracks were located at: Portsmouth, N.H.; Boston, Mass.; Washington and Brooklyn, N.Y.

3. Marine’s were also station at Washington Navy Yard.

Squad of Marine’s = 12 recruits

1859 Marines uniform regulations for enlistment period 

Of  4 years:







Typical Army enlistment:
1. One dress Hat (Shako)




1. One great coat

2. Seven pairs of linen trousers (White trousers)

2. Two blankets

3. Two sets of epaulette





3. Eleven flannel shirts

4. Twelve shirts






4. Thirteen pairs of trousers

5. Four fatigue hats (Kepi)




5. Twenty pairs of brogans

6. Eight blue flannel shirts




6. Twenty pairs of socks

7. Eight pairs of socks





7. Two leather stocks

8. One blanket






8. Two pom poms

9. Two full dress coats (Dress Frock)



9. Two Brass & acoutrements

10. Eight pairs of woolen trousers (Sky Blue)


10. Five cap covers

11. Two leather stocks





11. Seven dress caps

12. One great coat






12. Eight dress coats

13. Four fatigue coats (Pull over sack coat)


13. Ten fatigue coats

14. Eight pairs of drawers





14. Five dress hats

15. Sixteen pairs of shoes

Typical Marine amusement especially on board ship:
Checkers and chess. Playing cards was strictly forbidden aboard ship. 

After supper and during the last dog watch, the men were allowed to amuse themselves.

Marine’s grub was the Navy ration:

Aboard Vanderbilt, the Marine Guard was divided into three messes of eight men. Each mess appointed on of its own number as cook. Each person in the mess had a tin plate, cup, knife and spoon.
Monday: One pound of pork, one half pint of beans and fourteen ounces of bread.

Tuesday: One pound of beef, eight ounces of flour, two ounces of dried fruit, fourteen ounces of bread, two ounces of butter, and four ounces of pickles.

Wednesday: One pound of pork, one half pint of beans, and fourteen ounces of bread.

Thursday: Twelve ounces of preserved meat, fourteen ounces of bread, one ounce of desiccated vegetables.

Friday:  One pound of beef, eight ounces of flour, fourteen ounces of bread, one half pint of molasses, and one half pint of vinegar.

Saturday: One pound of pork, one half pint of beans, fourteen ounces of bread, and two ounces of butter.

Sunday: Twelve ounces of preserved meat, fourteen ounces of bread, eight ounces of rice and ounce of desiccated vegetables.

Addition notes: Twice monthly, rations of one pound, fourteen ounces of sugar, four and one-half ounces of coffee, and three and one-quarter ounces of tea were issued.

Bread was the Navy biscuit or hardtack.

Pork was salt pork rind, generally served with the beans.

Dandyfunk: Was a dish made from hardtack, soaked in water and baked with molasses and salt pork.

Beef was always boiled.

Duff: a pudding of sorts made from flour, was usually boiled with the beef.

Sea pie: Was a layered affair with alternating ingredients of crust and meat.

Breakfast generally was coffee and hardtack. Scouse was hard tack hammered into a powder and fried in the drippings from the salt pork.

Soup made from the preserved meats and desecrated vegetables was commonly prepared twice weekly with a helping of salt horse, the seaman’s term for salted beef. Rare occasions, fresh vegetables, meat and bread were served, but the menu seldom varied.

Nick Names:

Captain of the ship = ‘the old man”

Executive officer = the first Luff

Chaplain = Holy Joe

Purser = Satinette Jack

Master of Arms = Jimmy Legs

Carpenter = Chips

Cooper = Bungs

Sailmaker = Sails

Quarter gunners = quarter growlers

