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September 10, General Board Meeting  
September 17, Echoes of Blue & Gray, Everett 

September 17, Mt. Rainier Scenic Railroad 
September ??, General Board Meeting & Echoes of 

Blue & Gray, Everett?? Stay Tuned! 
October 1-2, Fall Renacting, Plain, Washington 
October 16, General Board Meeting, Snohomish 
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 September  17  2011 is 
Civil War day on the Mt. Rainier Scenic 

Railroad!  
 

Now is your chance to attack and/or defend a real 
steam train!  

We need military, both CSA and USA, from all 
branches as well as civilians, to put on a good show.   
The reenactors who took part on June  11 had a great 
time, just ask them!  But, we need more soldiers (all 

branches), civilians, and musicians!  
We have unscripted battle scenarios so neither side 

knows what the other will throw at them.  You can ride 
the train, stay in first person, and  interact with the pas-
sengers in period scenarios.  Yes, we need civilian and 
medical scenarios too!  There is room at the train sta-

tion in Elbe to set up a small camp with period displays 
and a larger one can be established at the turnaround.  

 
The railroad is handling all the details – we only 

need to put on a good show.  
Interested?  

Contact Tom Peloquin, Stanford’s Battery,  
at rebgunner@hotmail.com   

to volunteer and provide scenario ideas. 

����
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 M INUTES FROM  
THE  SECRETARY  

 WCWA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes  
August 13, 2011  

G. A. R. Cemetery, Snohomish, WA  
Unofficial until approved at a subsequent meeting  

 
I. Call to Order. Meeting was called to order at 10:05 by 
Chairman Al Myers.  
II. Roll Call was made by Secretary Kevin Saville. All 
Administrative Board members were present except Ted 
Sayler and Erena Heino. For the General Board, on the 
Confederate side, there were nine unit representatives and 
three proxy representative present (12 total). On the  
Federal side, there were seven unit representatives and six 
proxy representatives present (13 total). The total eligible 
voting representatives was 25 out of 29.  
III. Secretary’s Report was made by Saville. The  
unofficial July meeting minutes were published in the  
August Dispatch. The July minutes were approved as  
presented without a motion.  
IV. Treasurer’s/Membership Report was given by 
Treasurer Anna Flores. Flores reported that the WCWA is 
currently doing alright financially. Per the event financial 
analysis sheet, Hovander indicates a net gain of $2,468 but 
there may be some additional bills to pay—at most 
$1,000—so Hovander should be profitable this year. Port 
Gamble will have lost a couple hundred dollars. Spokane 
still has a portapotty bill that needs to be paid; Spokane 
will end up with a $2,000-3,000 profit. Each sponsored 
battle event is charged $375 for WCWA insurance. We 
should have a financially good year when it’s all said and 
done. There are now 970 WCWA members, including a 
number of new ones joining at Ferndale whose  
memberships are paid for 2012.  
V. Brigade Commanders & Civilian Leaders Reports  
Confederate Civilians: Linda Myers said Hovander was an 
excellent event. She said it was fun being in the residential 
part of town. There were no issues and they picked up five 
new members. They now have a gentleman doing a lawyer 
impression.  
Federal Civilians: No report.  
Federal Brigade: No report.  
Confederate Battalion: Tobey Gulley thanked everyone 
that showed up at Ferndale; we had good weather and the 

crowds were decent. Tobey said the new provost mar-
shal is taking his job seriously and even brought his own 
jail. They plan to raise his bar for what constitutes get-
ting thrown in jail but Gulley said he’s doing a great job. 
The numbers (of those participating) this year have been 
pretty good, though Ferndale a little shy. He is looking 
forward to Plain.  
VI. Committee Reports.   
A. Event Planning & Activities:  
Howard Struve requested sponsored and sanctioned 
event applications be submitted by the September 10th 
meeting in order to establish the 2012 event calendar 
and budget. Sanctioned events require WCWA  
insurance so they impact the budget and we need to get 
them submitted. If possible, please submit the  
applications to Struve prior to the September 10th  
meeting.  
B. Living History: No report.  
C. Outreach. No report.  
D. Publicity. No report.  
E. Risk/Insurance. No report.  
VII. Unfinished Business.  
Camp Layout Bylaws Amendment. Saville read a pro-
posed amendment to the WCWA Bylaws Section D, 
submitted at the June board meeting by N. Alred. 
 
 The proposed amendment specifies a change to  
Paragraph 6 and the addition of a new Paragraph 7.  
 
Change Paragraph 6 to read: The Event Coordinator 
along with the Union and Confederate Brigade  
Commanders (or their deputies) shall determine the 
placement of camps and facilities, subject to the  
limitations in Paragraph 7 below. Once general camp 
areas have been assigned, Brigade Commanders and 
the Civilian Community Leaders are responsible for 
laying out their respective camps.  
 
Add new Paragraph 7: At recurring events where 
camps are sited in approximately the same location 
each year, the assignment of general camp areas 
shall alternate on an annual basis between the Union 
and Confederate Battalions. At recurring events 
where a separate camp area has or will be  
established for civilian units, camp assignments shall 
rotate on an annual basis between the Union  
Battalion, the Confederate Battalion and the civilian 
units.  
 
Tobey Gulley read the following email content from 
John Caverly. It is the position of the CSA Engineers 
that this agenda item should be voted down. We feel that 
to entangle our bylaws with such language ties our 



hands in managing WCWA event sites and activities. It is 
the responsibility of the event coordinators and the 
elected battalion officers, civilians, and sutlers to  
evaluate the best locations for each camp depending on 
needs. To dictate that camps rotate just because it says so 
in the bylaws ignores the fact that we do not know how 
big a battalion may be from year to year. What if we get 
an influx of Federals, making it impossible for them to be 
in “the bowl”; what if the Confederate battalion from  
Oregon comes up and the Confederates need more space? 
Making a bylaws site requirement is foolish. It is the  
responsibility of this board to provide oversight for these 
events. By inserting these pointless rules into our  
governing documents, we abdicate this responsibility and 
the ability to use human intelligence and foresight. Why 
legislate ourselves out of a job? This board exists to look 
at the gray areas of life that codified rules can’t  
adequately address. The engineers vote “no.”  
Brian Tafoya spoke in regard to the Spokane event,  
saying the event coordinators there address the various 
concerns and they feel like this is something that would 
restrict them too much. If they bylaws change, mandating 
a three-way rotation at Spokane, it will not work. Nathan 
Alred said that the 26th North Carolina will vote yes  
because they liked trading camps; it worked out well. He 
said the motion is intended to be a goose to get change.  
Jerry Shiner said that if the people can’t get together to 
get the camps worked out, then we have big problems. If 
the general consensus of the whole club is to switch 
camps, then we’re the ones to make it happen. It’ also an 
event coordinator’s job to coordinate with commanders 
and civilian community leaders.  Norm Harriman said he 
is in agreement with everything that’s being said. The 
issue is about communication.  Harriman said to use your 
chain of command, go up the ladder, get to the event  
coordinator and solve where everyone is to be located. 
We don’t need to cloud the bylaws and dictate every little 
thing.  Bill McGill said if it’s not working, then let’s 
change it. The negative thing about changing positions is 
you may get to an event and be dumped in a spot that you 
didn’t know about. There are pros and cons to every  
position on the field. McGill said we can make do.  
Trying to cast everything in concrete defeats the purpose 
of appointing event coordinators and electing  
commanders.  Anna Flores said she sees a lot of things 
being brought up to change or add to the bylaws. Some of 
these things circumvent people’s responsibilities to do 
their jobs. People are not showing up to communicate 
and to do what should be done. There is a lack of getting 
together to communicate and there is a lack of  
disseminating information. Flores said she does not think 
it’s appropriate to put all of this in the bylaws instead of 
getting together to discuss the issues.  Tobey Gulley said 
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he’s been a member of the WCWA since it was formed 
17 years ago. He said he loves the hobby, loves swapping 
ground and camping in a new area. It gets mundane to go 
to the same spot for 15 years. A new spot may throw a 
monkey wrench into things but it’s fun. He said that Ted 
Sayler and he communicate a lot; he can’t speak for the 
ones that will be taking over. He said that Sayler wrote 
back when finding out about the Ferndale swap and said 
it’s a great idea. But they also agree that the ground  
determines where swaps can occur. If we put this rule in 
there, that’s fine but it’s still going to come down to the 
brigade commanders and the event coordinators [making 
an educated decision]. If a particular area isn’t going to 
work [for a swap], then we need to be able to make it 
work.  Jim Daily spoke with respect to the 1st U.S.  
Cavalry, and in regard to the animals, they would vote no 
to camp swaps. They have unique requirements and 
would not want to have to swap locations.  Peter Jensen 
said that camp swaps should be a matter of courtesy and 
not a restriction; it worked for the most part to have it the 
old way [where the bylaws did not specify].  David  
Imburgia, spoke against the motion, saying all it will take 
is one member to stand up and say you can’t do this [such 
as a non-swap because of certain situation], and it would  
subvert the commanders and coordinators from being 
able to call the shots.  
 
The vote proceeded on the motion to enact a bylaws 
camp layout amendment. The motion failed with eight 
in favor, 16 opposed, and none abstaining. A. Myers 
reminded everyone that a bylaws change needs a 2/3  
majority.  
 
Event Loss Amendment. Saville read a proposed 
amendment to WCWA Bylaws Section D, submitted at 
the June board meeting by Bonnie Starr: In a period of 
two years, if a sponsored event loses more than $500 per 
year, that event cannot be considered for the following 
year’s event calendar. After those two years and one year 
of not doing the event, if that event’s coordinator(s) can 
convince the Board that they won’t lose money, then the 
Board can reconsider sponsoring the event.  
David Imburgia spoke against the motion saying this 
represents micromanagement by this board of all future 
boards’ decisions. Future boards may make decisions 
based on information we cannot predict or foresee.  
Rusty Starr said that Bonnie Starr asked that the purpose 
of the motion be clarified. He said that at Ferndale, a lot 
of rumors circulated that the motion was directed at  
Ferndale. She wanted it in the minutes of the meeting that 
the motion was not directed at any specific event but just 
for events in general. Events have been voted in year  
after year without considering the impact of financially 



The Dispatch Page 6 September, 2011 

poor events.  John Strand said he talked to Shelly 
Butterfield-Knight and Gene Knight about the motion. 
They all recognized that we only have a handful of event 
coordinators in the club. If we put these restrictions on 
coordinators, fewer people will want to coordinate events. 
It usually takes three years to cultivate an event. If we 
don’t allow more time for some events to mature and 
make money then we won’t get them to their full  
potential.  Brian Tafoya said that it may appear that an 
event is gaining momentum and with this motion we may 
kill it. He said every year, we can analyze the event  
options and make good decisions. We don’t need a bylaw 
that says how it needs to be done.  Beth Sier said  
Steilacoom has bad weather sometimes since it’s an early 
event. We’ve now only had it for two years [at the end of 
April/first of May] after not occurring for a number of 
years. We have lost money both years at Steilacoom; the 
first year was not too bad but this year was terrible (over 
$3,000) in contrast to good income there years ago. A. 
Flores indicated the filming and one battle per day  
contributed to this year’s loss. Nevertheless, we may want 
to have Steilacoom again and with this amendment we 
may not be able to.  
Linda Myers said every year, each event is proposed and 
can be voted down. It doesn’t seem to happen very much 
that commanders vote events down. We have a chance 
every year to drop any event. Bob Davisson said that it 
does make the event coordinators more responsible for the 
budget. Event coordinators need to make every effort to 
have their event at least break even, if not make a profit.  
Anna Flores said it goes back to involvement of voting 
board members to pay attention and vote appropriately for 
the protection of the club. This is a nonprofit organization 
that needs to break even and teach living history. It should 
be in everyone’s interest to do that. We cannot  
consistently lose money at events. Looking at the bottom 
line and the budget, we need to consider if we have money 
going into the new year that we may potentially lose and 
can afford to lose; it’s called financial planning. We may 
lose on a new event for the first year or two. Voting board 
members need to look at each event and vote accordingly. 
N. Alred said that we are not a business but an  
organization that is staffed by friends. It’s hard to tell a 
friend that an event sucks and we are going to kill it. Alred 
said he personally has no problem saying an event sucks 
but he recognizes that it’s hard to enforce that fiscal  
responsibility.  Bill McGill said that we should add one 
word to the amendment: “may”, as in an event “may” be 
struck. A. Myers said each event is voted on every year. 
McGill asked why then do we need this amendment.  
John Caverly submitted the following comments via 
email. It is the position of the CSA Engineers that this 
agenda item should be voted down. We feel that to  

entangle our bylaws with this language prevents us from 
really evaluating what is going on with these events. 
What is the cause of this loss of revenue? Did we have  
unexpected expenses? Was weather a factor? Is the event 
site in an economically depressed area? All of these  
questions should be evaluated for any event that does 
poorly. It is OUR responsibility as a General Board to  
review these things before approving any event for the 
calendar year. We as Engineers are opposed to  
surrendering to our bylaws the ability to make this kind 
of financial decision. Humans should make these  
decisions, not hard written formulas or rules in our  
bylaws. Codified rules are by their very nature unable to 
make intelligent choices; we humans can. If you want to 
stop losing money at an event site, determine why you’re 
losing money; do we need to make an adjustment in the 
budget before the event, do we need to change the event 
management team, do we need to consider “Pay to 
Play” (we are not opposed to that, either). The engineers 
vote “no.”  
 
The vote proceeded on the motion to enact a bylaws 
event loss amendment. The motion failed with two in 
favor, 18 opposed, and one abstaining.  
 
VIII. New Business.  
Paul Bunyan Days at St. Maries, ID. B. Tafoya said 
this event will be held Labor Day weekend. A. Myers 
said we need to vote on approving this event as a  
sanctioned event. Tafoya said Terry Mourning is in 
charge of the event but the 3rd Michigan isn’t going to it. 
H. Struve said the Event Planning Committee  
recommends the sanctioned event be approved. The town 
is going to reimburse the WCWA for insurance. Myers 
said the town will pay the insurance and is not requiring 
an additional insured rider. The event is just over the 
state line, inside Idaho. Struve said that T. Mourning has 
been a very successful event coordinator for this club. 
 
 The vote proceeded on the motion to approve the 
Paul Bunyan Days event; motion passed with 14 in 
favor, none opposed, and seven abstaining.  
 
PA System. Peter Jensen said one thing at Ferndale that 
was a problem was that the mike [PA system] was not 
available. He said all this year, at the four events, the 
mike [PA system] has not been very dependable. If we 
want to have the PA system, we need to get someone that 
will bring the PA system. Jensen said he enjoys when the 
battle is going on, going through the crowd [without the 
PA system] and answering questions but a PA system is 
needed to announce and share what’s going on in the 
camps. Jensen said if anyone has ideas about the PA  
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system, about who wants to bring it and take care of it, 
please let us know as we need a dependable PA system. J. 
Strand said we need a keeper of the PA system,  
someone who is going to keep it and transport it. R. Starr 
said he carried the PA system for five years; it’s not that 
bulky of a system but it does add to your gear. He said the 
amplifier and mikes are not the problem. The most  
frustrating thing is at events, the equipment didn’t get taken 
care of it and it came back damaged so we had to put 
money into taking care of it. If the system comes back 
damaged, we should charge the event and not the club. 
Myers asked how big of a load is it? Jensen said it’s a half 
pickup load right now [including generator]. He said it’s a 
problem we need to solve. He said when Rusty transported 
it, we always had the system in good order. He said the PA 
system is old and worn out; at Steilacoom, it worked fine 
on Saturday but didn’t work on Sunday. It’s a problem that 
has marred what we do. At Plain, Jensen thinks the host 
will provide the PA system.  
A. Myers asked if anyone has suggestions for the PA  
system. Myers said no one has room, that he knows of.  
 
Port Gamble Traffic Incident Report. A. Myers  
distributed the traffic incident letter to the board members 
and said it will be submitted to the minutes. The report was 
from Shelly Butterfield-Knight about a WCWA member 
that did not obey a traffic flagger at the Port Gamble event. 
Apparently, a traffic flagger was slightly injured, not  
severely enough to require medical attention. Myers asked 
for discussion on what we do about the incident, saying 
this is something that shouldn’t be allowed. The flaggers 
that we hire need to have the final say on security. N. Alred 
said it is not so much obeying a flagger as it is general bad 
behavior. Disobeying a flagger is over the line of  
representing the WCWA to the public. D. Imburgia said 
there should be an interview of the member to get his  
perspective; Tony Lee said the same thing. N. Alred  
volunteered to interview the person. Myers asked that he 
report next month if possible, though he recognizes it may 
take longer.  The traffic incident letter dated July 22, 2011 
stated the following. “At the Event at Port Gamble a traffic 
incident occurred involving one of your members in which 
an  employee of Centurion Services, a licensed Traffic  
Flagger, was injured, June 25th, 2011….This incident  
occurred at approximately 0944 at the crosswalk at the  
Battlefield. Your member, a man in a blue Dodge Ram 
pickup 4x4, license B88561D, forced his way down a one 
way street, the wrong way. Our Flagger tried to redirect 
him and had to jump out of the way of the truck, to prevent 
being run over, dropping his “Stop” sign which gashed his 
leg causing it to bleed. It did not require emergency  
attention, only minor first aid. The driver then yelled at the 
Flagger stating he “belonged here and he was going 

through.” He then proceeded down the street…Another 
Centurion Services employee was posted at the opposite 
end of this road and noticed the vehicle exceeded the  
appropriate rate of speed for this area. He was asked to 
stop and turn around, he refused, stating “going to go by 
and off load his stuff in the confederate camp.” The em-
ployee told him to just be sure to leave in the right direc-
tion and not drive against the traffic. He replied “It was 
different than last year and he would turn around when 
he was done.”… At a later time, after the first battle of 
the day, the driver approached me in an aggressive man-
ner and wanted to discuss this incident. I was still work-
ing at the cross walk directing pedestrians and traffic, 
along with my other employee. I told him I could not 
discuss this matter, spoke to him about almost hitting my 
employee, which he replied “Well, I didn’t hit him did 
I?” I then point out the other employee that was involved 
and told the driver we could not discuss this as were very 
occupied with the safety of the street traffic. The driver 
then left me, and immediately approached the employee, 
who then also told him that he was too busy at this time 
to get involved in discussions. The driver insisted on a 
conversation, but the employee was engaged with other 
safety concerns and ignored him. In another incident in 
the lower parking lot, it was noted by an employee that a 
blue Dodge Ram was driving aggressively through the 
lot and in speeds exceeding appropriate limits. I also re-
ceived two  complaints regarding members using abusive 
language during public hours. Respectfully, Shelly 
Butterfield, Centurion Services Account Manager” 
 
 Echoes of Blue and Grey, Everett Evergreen  
Cemetery, Sept. 17. A. Myers asked when Echoes of 
Blue and Grey is as he did not know the date. H. Struve 
said it’s up in the air due to earlier discussions as to what 
time of the year to hold it; Bruce Smith wanted to have it 
in July. P. Jensen said it’s Sept. 17. N. Alred advised to 
send a notice out to commanders so we get a good turn-
out for the event. Bruce Smith said setup is 10-12 noon. 
Lunch will be at 1:30 and the ceremony will be at 2:00.  
IX. For the Good of the Order.  
A. Past Event Reports.  
Gold Dust Days at Gold Bar. Ernie Sherrill said they 
asked to be moved across Highway 2, to the south side, 
and it worked out well. They had shade, port-a-potty, 
exposure to the highway, and a 400 foot cone for the 
guns. The city changed their ordinance so that they could 
fire on city property; they bent over backwards for them. 
They were paid $50 for playing and had one token  
Confederate to balance things out. The city has already 
invited them back for next year. They were asked to be a 
joint color guard for the VFW parade and the whole town 
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Fried Green Tomatoes 

– A Rebel’s recipe 
Ann Clarke- 10th Virginia- United Daughters of the Confederacy® 
Ingredients 
· 1 cup buttermilk�
· 1 large egg�
· 1 tablespoon sugar�
· 2 medium green tomatoes about 1 pound), cored and cut into 1/2-inch-thick wedges�
· 1 cup stone-ground cornmeal�
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour�
· 3/4 teaspoon kosher salt�
· 1/2 teaspoon dried thyme�
Pinch of cayenne pepper�
· Freshly ground black pepper�
· 4 slices raw bacon�
Vegetable oil for frying�

Directions 
In a large bowl, whisk together the buttermilk, egg, and sugar. Add the tomatoes and soak for 10 
minutes, turning the tomatoes occasionally.  
In a large bowl, whisk together the cornmeal, flour, salt, thyme, and cayenne. Season with pep-
per. Set aside.  
Heat a large skillet cast-iron skillet over medium-high heat. Lay the bacon in the skillet and cook, 
turning once, until crispy, about 2 minutes per side. Transfer the bacon to a paper towel to drain, 
reserve the bacon fat in the skillet. Pour the oil into skillet to a depth of 1/2 inch and heat until 
hot.  
Meanwhile, drain the tomatoes and toss in the cornmeal mixture until well coated. Working in 
batches if needed, fry the coated tomatoes, turning once, until lightly browned and hot, about 3 
minutes the first side, and 2 minutes the second side. Using a slotted spatula or spoon, transfer 
the tomatoes to a paper-towel lined plate to drain.  
Arrange the fried tomatoes on a platter and crumble the bacon over the top.  
Serve immediately.  
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turned out.  
Ferndale. Event coordinator Jerry Shiner thanked all 
units that came to the event, saying they finally had some 
decent weather. It seemed like all of the reenactors had a 
good time and the public did as well. There were four 
issues: the PA system, firewood, garbage, and event  
advertising. The speakers [PA system] didn’t show up, 
which cost the club $50 for a generator that wasn’t 
needed. With respect to firewood, every year he gets two 
cords of wood. Saturday evening, he was asked if they 
were getting another wood delivery. They noticed that 
wood went very fast and wondered what happened to it. 
At the end of the event, they gathered up a third of a cord 
of wood, so some people took more than they needed and 
two cords were sufficient.  
Garbage was addressed with both brigade commanders. 
Shiner said he is tired of being the garbage man at the 
end of the event. The dumpster is placed for easy  
disposal. County ordinance requires separate recyclable 
containers and they were used as garbage cans. He  
advised commanders during the event to not put garbage 
in recyclables and in the end he spent 2.5 hours picking 
up garbage. Shiner said he is not going to do that again. 
He said he is not picking on the Union, but the  
Confederate camp was pretty clean with no garbage at 
the port-a-potties. He had to pick up lots of garbage at the 
Union port-a-potties. J. Strand said the message got out 
to the brigade and company commanders not to dump 
garbage. Shiner said we have never had a smaller  
dumpster fill up like we did this year. The larger dump-
sters cost more but he guesses we will need it in the  
future. The sanitary people said to go with smaller but it 
filled up. Shiner said they wanted to charge another $100 
for garbage that didn’t fit in the dumpster; even a baby 
carriage was in the dumpster. Shiner said it is  
inconsiderate to leave your personal garbage at the site. A 
couple years ago, a used personal port-a-potty was left to 
put in the dumpster that was located down the street.  
Brian Tafoya said at Spokane, everyone does a good job 
of picking up garbage. N. Harriman asked about  
recyclables, saying it’s fine for club members to recycle 
but wonders how effective it is with the public. Harriman 
said they need a garbage can in the sutler area as he has 
to make a lot of trips to the dumpster with public gar-
bage. A. Myers said he took garbage out of the recyclable 
container. Shiner said they used to use county cans but 
they don’t put them out any more. A. Flores asked if we  
could get one for the sutler area. Shiner said the 15th 
Alabama has cans they can provide but they don’t want 
to be the garbage men. N. Harriman said it should be in-
cluded as an event expense.  Shiner said we don’t leave 
garbage at each other’s houses. B. McGill said each unit 

should have their own drawstring bags and drop them in 
the garbage. A. Flores said the real issue is what to do 
about our visitors. B. Sier said a bigger dumpster would 
be good as the dumpster was full Saturday night. If you 
get a larger overall dumpster, it would be worth the 
money to avoid a penalty. Saturday night, the portapotty 
was clean. A half hour later, a pop can was thrown in the 
pot and it was a member that put it there. There was a 
recycling thing down the street, not far away. Beth pulled 
pop cans and bottles out of food waste trash cans. Shiner 
said this is the first year the smaller dumpster got full. 
They got bids from two sanitation people and saved $600 
as a result.  
Shiner said another issue involved advertising, as they 
had 40-50 people that went to the WCWA website and 
thought they could get in to the event for free. The  
newspaper and other media got it right but some said the 
website had it wrong. There were no prices on the  
website postings for any of the events. B. Sier said when 
she was at the gate last year, they had some people with 
something in writing referring to a suggested donation so 
they didn't think they had to pay. L. Myers said she had 
been to the website and said it said the last battle was at 
3:00. Some people came and thought there would be a 
3:00 battle. A. Myers said the Ferndale event schedule 
was for 2010, not 2011. J. Strand agreed that the website 
didn’t have updated Ferndale information. In addition, 
the parking lot scout troop had a sign saying “support our 
troop, suggested donation $3”; that may have led to the 
confusion.  
Shiner said he has been approached by a service  
organization that wants the site the first weekend of Au-
gust, 2012, and expects 10-15,000 people to attend their 
event. Shiner has polled a few people and everyone 
wants to keep our event on the first weekend of August. 
Shiner said the park wants the other group’s money. A. 
Myers said if we keep it on the first weekend, and if the 
other group is not there, the park is going to lose a lot of 
money. For relations sake with the park, Myers asked if it 
would be better to move the date. A. Flores asked if we 
could negotiate reduced fees if we accept doing our event 
on the second weekend. N. Harriman said if we do it with 
the balloon festival, we would get a lot of people there. 
Shiner asked for a straw poll regarding which weekend 
the event should be held; the indications were to move 
the event to August 11-12. T. Gulley said it would be 
good to have a booth there the weekend before, during 
the other event. The park is charging $1 per person to 
enter the park.  
B. Upcoming Event Reports.  
Plain. P. Jensen said the event planning is going fine, the 
site host has a lot of energy and Jensen’s not sure where 
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it’s all going. He hopes to see everyone there. The weather 
should be perfect.  
C. Unit Reports.  
Virginia Military Institute. T. Lee read a report from C.B. 
Zohn. “The VMI wishes to sincerely thank the club and 
individuals for their ongoing support and donations. Your 
generous outpouring is nothing less than overwhelming. 
Donated items have included a new A-tent, rifles to replace 
those that were stolen, numerous camp supplies, items for 
raffle, cash and a raffled bottle of “Dr. Huffingham’s Ceru-
lean Blue Nipple Solvent.” In addition to the above dona-
tions, we have had paper for cartridges donated and plan on 
selling empty tubes at events to further support our needs. 
Thank you also for your verbal support at events, our Battle 
of New Market and the Grand Lyceum. The cadets are 
touched by your support and are proud to be a  
contributing unit of the WCWA. We currently are planning 
on being at the remainder of the Oregon and Washington 
events and welcome everyone to come by and see our 
growing street. Also, we have more room available for new 
cadets. Thanks to all, C.B. Zohn, Commander, VMI” T. 
Lee said the kids found a revolver cylinder [delivered to J. 
Daily at the meeting].  
3rd Michigan. B. Tafoya reported that Jim Vaughn has 
resigned and is moving out of state. There is a big BBQ 
planned at Tafoya’s place, just north of Spokane if anyone 
wishes to attend.  
15th Alabama. D. Imburgia said they will be attending 
Fort Stevens and invite members of other units to  
participate, though inebriation must be restricted. Jerry 
Shiner is now president of the unit and Imburgia remains 
the company commander. Imburgia said J. Shiner will be 
attending the board meeting most of the time for the 15th. 
Matt Cleman is the unit vice president.  
2nd Division, Army of the Columbia. J. Strand said Alan 
Geho said the 2nd Division of the AoC will be in force at 
Fort Stevens. A. Myers asked if they have notified Oregon; 
Strand and Harriman said Oregon knows and they will be 
in communication with them. Myers said the NCWC wants 
to know about units attending in force [i.e. under their own 
command].  
D. Announcements.  
150th Anniversary Events at Chehalis Veterans  
Memorial Museum. Rusty Starr said they did an event at 
the museum a couple weeks ago that included  
encampments and had a great spectator turnout. The  
Chehalis Steam Train people were extremely  
accommodating; all reenactors got to ride the train for free 
and some got to ride the dinner train (without dinner). For 
2012, a living history event is planned for April. They are 
also planning a large full scale event in the area. There is a 
75 acre farm which would be one of the largest venues ever 

available in the state to use. The site includes access to 
the Chehalis River and steam train and good crowd  
control with one road in/out. The Chehalis and Centralia 
Chambers of Commerce are in full support of an event 
there. It may not cost a dime as various local entities are 
willing to cover all expenses, manage the gate, and  
possibly provide reenactors with a few benefits. The 
event coordinators will be Kevin Saville, Bonnie Starr, 
and Rusty Starr. They want to encourage Oregon  
participation at this event and are currently looking at 
dates. The ground lends itself to an Antietam-type event 
(note they are not having a major Antietam event in the 
east). Starr said they would like to have one side or the 
other board the steam train at the train station, deboard at 
event site, and go right into battle. They will have a  
planning meeting this afternoon and will take pictures to 
show at the next meeting. Starr said ideas and  
suggestions are welcome. The date is not set, though late 
July looks good as it would be a few weeks between  
Willamette and Ferndale.  
Idaho Civil War Volunteers. A. Myers said he was  
contacted by the ICWV and apparently at some point we 
had a reciprocal agreement with them. Strand and Saville 
said reciprocity is listed in the Dispatch and that we had 
it in the past. Myers asked if we want a reciprocity  
agreement with them now. R. Starr said the history lead-
ing up to the reciprocity agreement is that the 21st North 
Carolina was part of the ICWV. Since the 21st  
participated in our events, we established reciprocity with 
the ICWV. Starr said the 21st left the ICWV because the 
Idaho group was not doing anything. Myers said Ken 
Harrison (commander of the 21st N.C.) said Idaho  
doesn’t do anything and can’t see a  reason to maintain 
the reciprocity agreement. Myers said they don’t have 
events so we should not have a reciprocity agreement 
with them.  
N. Alred moved that we cancel the  
reciprocity agreement with Idaho. The motion was 
seconded and was approved unanimously.  
 
Nominations for WCWA Officers. A. Myers said that J. 
Caverly was not here but that nominations will open on 
Sept. 1; please get them into John Caverly.  
September Board Meeting Date. A. Flores said there 
are two events on Sept. 17, Echoes of Blue and Grey in 
Everett and the Mount Rainier Scenic Railroad Steam 
Train event at Elbe. She asked if we want to take that into 
consideration with regard to the September board  
meeting. N. Alred said that without the board meeting, he 
is not sure how many will show up for the Everett event. 
P. Jensen requested the board meeting be the same time 
and place as the Everett Evergreen Cemetery event. B. 
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Davisson said if we don’t split the board 
meeting off, we won’t have a quorum for 

the meeting. A. Myers said let’s have the board meeting 
on the 10th. A. Flores asked B. Smith if there’s any way 
we could move Echoes to 9/10. Smith said he is disap-
pointed with having two events on the 9/17 but they had 
earlier hoped to move the event to July. He said putting 
Elbe on the same weekend is not fair for either event. R. 
Starr said he has noticed a real disturbing trend, in that 
things we are supposed to be about such as honoring our 
ancestors, doing living  
history events, etc. are being thrown by the wayside for 
battle events. More people are playing capture the flag 
and cowboys than attending Honoring Their Memory and 
Echoes of Blue and Grey. B. Smith said they had a  
disappointing turnout at Honoring Their Memory in 
April; at 150 years we have more apathy than in the past. 
Saville said that perhaps because of the Sesquicentennial 
celebrations and the number of events both in the west 
and in the east, people are having to choose between 
more events and attendance is consequently down at the 
smaller events. Ernie Sherrill moved that the Septem-
ber board meeting be on the 10th of September.  
Motion was seconded and passed with 15 in favor, 
three opposed, and two abstaining.  
X. Adjournment. Meeting was adjourned at 11:49 a.m. 
by A. Myers.  
Next Meeting is September 10, 2011 at the Snohomish 
G.A.R. Cemetery Hall.  
Respectfully Submitted,  
Kevin R. Saville  
Secretary 1999-2005 & 2011  

This isn’t just for the bang, though. This is a living his-
tory. 

You’ll be able to tour the authentic Union and Confed-
erate camps and talk to soldiers and civilians about 
camp life. You can learn about the significant role of 
women in the war effort and even attend a Sunday 
worship service. There will be prize drawings after 
each battle. 

Maybe, just maybe, you’ll learn a little history about 
Plain, perhaps about the “Little Chapel in the Pines,” 
and the farming, timber, mining and railroad industries 
in the local area. We’re so proud of our history — it’s 
all over the walls and tables of the Old Mill Café, which 
is run by Lyndy Burgess, a fifth-generation descendent 
of our valley’s original pioneers. Not to mention there’s 
a few books about our little valley community out there 
as well. 

Some may ask: Why the Civil War re-enactment to 
celebrate Plain’s centennial? Quite simply, why not?! 
Some believe this was a dark time in our nation’s his-
tory and this may be true. However, the Civil War was 
basically about standing up for what you believe in. 
We believe in supporting our community! Proceeds 
from this event will be used in Plain to aid the Food 
Pantry at the “Little Chapel in the Pines,” now known 
as the Plain Community Church, and our own local 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

Here’s a rundown of the schedule: 

Battle re-enactments by Washington Civil War Asso-
ciation will take place 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., Oct. 1 and 
2. The battlefield will be set up across from the Old Mill 
Café in Plain. 

The Sunday worship service begins at 9 a.m. 

Cost for the entire weekend of events is $8 for adults 
or $6 for students ages 6 to 16 and seniors 62 years 
or older. A family ticket for two adults and two children 
costs $22. 

For more information, call 670-3796. 

Pam McElravy lives in the Plain area. Her husband, 
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By Pam McElravy, Contributing reader 

Thursday, September 1, 2011 

History will come alive in Plain on Oct. 1 and 2 with 
Civil War re-enactments done by the Washington Civil 
War Association. We are celebrating the 100th birth-
day of Plain and the 150th anniversary of the Ameri-
can Civil War. 

What better birthday fireworks are there than cannons! 
Over the first weekend in October, there will be four 
battle re-enactments. 



�Laid Off Soldier Selling  
His Shotgun 

 
Dbl Barrell 12 gauge, coach  style shotgun, 

20 inch, walnut stock, checkered wrist, 
bored out  to fit enfield nipples, 

 
$650.00. laid off so need the $$$$.   

Contact at  
dk7thtenn@comcast.com  

or 509-536-4116.  
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c/o Anna Flores 
924-210th Pl SW 
Lynnwood, WA 
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Administrative 
Board 

(Elected  
Officers) 

 
Chair 

Al Myers 
253-514-4907 

aamhi2@ 
wavecable.com 

 
Vice Chair 

Howard Struve 
360-874-8548 

hstruve@ 
wavecable.com  

 
Secretary  

Kevin Saville 
Kevin@saville.net 

360-292-0966 
 

Treasurer  
Anna Flores 

Cell 206-276-4769 
Wcwa 

treasurer@yahoo.com 
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For Sale:  
One original Austrian Lorenz .58 Cal in good 
condition. $650.00 
 
One First generation Parker Hale 1858 three 
band Musket .58 cal in very very good condi-
tion $750.00 
 
Contact Frank "Rusty" Starr for more info 
majfstarr@aol.com or  
425-248-0992  

For sale: 
Sutler made knock apart double bed         

(mattress included).                                             
All slats & side rails come apart to trans-
port    easily. Ideal for those who like to 

open their tent to the public.                                               
$150.00 

Please contact Luther at: 206-937-3285 
or eendracht@juno.com 

 

o 

Looking for willing and motivated Volunteers to Join 
the  

Veteran Reserve Corps                                      
( formerly known as the Invalid Corps) 

 especially to All those who may thought their days 
of service to their Country (and reenacting) had 
ceased. Any interested folks are     cordially invited 
to inquire about the establishment of such unit 
within the WCWA by        contacting: 

Harold Voltz (U.S. Medical)- Spokane 

tenorreb@comcast.net/ cell phone: (509) 991-0850 
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WCWA 
c/o Anna Flores 

924-210th Pl SW 
Lynnwood, WA 98036 

  

� ���������	
� �
��	 � ��	
� ���
������	

 

 ������
���	
��	���
	
�	
��������	
��	��
���  

The Dispatch Page 16 September, 2011 

 

����������	
�	���
�
�
�����	���
�����
������������
����������� �


