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My name is Nathan Alred, and I am asking for your vote 
as Chairman of the Washington Civil War  
Association. 
 
I have been reenacting in the WCWA for over 15 years, 
all of that time in the 26th North Carolina. I have been an 
active member, holding every elected rank in the Com-
pany; from 3rd Corporal to 1st Sergeant and now Com-
pany Commander. 
 
As Commander, I attend WCWA Board Meetings and 
watch the workings of our Board. I believe that the  
Administrative Board has become isolated from our 
members, and no longer serves their best interests. 
 
With your assistance and support, I’d like to renew the 
Board’s commitment to the reenacting community. In 
talking with both Union and Confederate reenactors, I’ve 
recognized three general principles that I would bring to 
my Chairmanship: 
 

 Conduct Board meetings and Association  
 business in a more efficient, ethical and  
 transparent manner. 

 
 Increase representation and participation of  
 ALL of Washington, west AND east  
 of the mountains. 

 
 Return to the original purpose of the club  
 as a way of honoring the participants  
 in the American Civil War, and educating  
 the public. 

 
During the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War, our  
Association should be thriving and growing. Your vote 
for me will help the WCWA thrive and grow, and  
continue to best represent the reenacting community. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Captain Nathan Alred 
Commander – Company “G” 
26th Regiment North Carolina Troops 

Hello, I'm Al Myers, your Chairman of the board for 
2011, thank you for allowing me the honor to serve as 
your Chairman.  I have enjoyed serving as your Chair-
man and am excited about the possibility of my con-
tinual involvement in our administrative board.  
 
I am currently a member of the 1st Louisiana Zouave 
unit. My wife and I joined the WCWA in 2005 and 
have thoroughly enjoyed our involvement in the  
various roles we have played. Each season brings with 
it more of a sense of accomplishment than the year 
before as we grow and learn. 
 
I would like you to consider electing me for Chairman 
of the board for 2012, if you elect me you can be sure 
that I will take my role seriously. Each member of the 
club should have input to any decisions made and rest 
assured that their interests are represented by their 
captain. Captains and unit representatives run the club, 
the Chairman's role is to simply facilitate the decision 
making process.  
 
As I have in 2011, if elected, I will continue to  
regularly encourage your captains to communicate 
with you for input on any decisions that they make. I 
strive to always be available and to make time for  
listening to member's suggestions and ideas and any 
initiatives they would like to bring forward to the 
board. I will ensure that you, the member, have a 
voice and an opportunity to be heard. 
 
The Chairman's role is simply an administrative role 
to take initiatives and ideas from the members to the 
voting board for decisions and discussions. I  
understand in my role as Chairman I have no power, 
in fact no vote, but am simply your representative to 
ensure you are heard. 
 
It would be an honor to serve once again as your board 
Chairman for 2012. 
 
Al Myers 
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 M INUTES FROM  
THE  SECRETARY  

 WCWA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes  
September 10, 2011  

G. A. R. Cemetery, Snohomish, WA  
Unofficial until approved at a subsequent meeting  

 
I. Call to Order. Meeting was called to order at 10:04 
by Chairman Al Myers.  
II. Roll Call was made by Secretary Kevin Saville. All 
Administrative Board members were present except 
Tobey Gulley and Ted Sayler. For the General Board, 
on the Confederate side, there were seven unit  
representatives and three proxy representative present 
(ten total). On the Federal side, there were six unit  
representatives and six proxy representatives present 
(twelve total). The total eligible voting representatives 
were 22 out of 29.  
III. Secretary’s Report was made by Saville. The  
unofficial August meeting minutes were published in 
the September Dispatch. The August minutes were  
approved as presented without a motion.  
IV. Treasurer’s/Membership Report was given by 
Treasurer Anna Flores. Flores reported that she  
received the Spokane event engineer’s powder report 
but still needs the Spokane port-a-potty bill. The  
Ferndale/Hovander event did fine this year with a net 
gain of $984. Port Gamble stands at a modest loss of 
$183. Spokane will conclude with a $2,000-2,500 net 
gain, the largest of any event this year. Flores said that 
the WCWA is doing quite well financially. The current 
membership count, including late applicants that carry 
over into 2012, total 1,004 members.  
V. Brigade Commanders & Civilian Leaders  
Reports.  
Confederate Civilians: Linda Myers said a good time 
was had at Fort Stevens by those that participated.  
Federal Civilians: Erena Heino encouraged all to make 
their voice heard in the election. She thanked all that 
came to the Fort Stevens event.  
Federal Brigade: No report.  
Confederate Battalion: No report.  
VI. Committee Reports.  
A. Event Planning & Activities: No report.  

B. Living History: No official report. Bruce Smith 
said the Echoes of Blue and Grey living history 
event at Evergreen Cemetery in Everett, scheduled 
for September 17, is canceled. Smith said they want 
to make it a bigger event and since there were  
conflicting events on that date, they decided to cancel 
it. Myers said there’s not much room at the cemetery 
to make it a larger vent. Smith said they would like to 
have something to promote to the public. He  
apologized for canceling but it was necessary due to 
perceived lack of support. For a one-day event, Smith 
we could make some money if we have it there in the 
future.  
C. Outreach. No report.  
D. Publicity. No report.  
E. Risk/Insurance. No report.  
VII. Old Business.  
Port Gamble Traffic Violation Incident. Discussed 
and handled. 
VIII. New Business.  
1st Virginia Cavalry and 2nd U.S. Cavalry. Rich 
Bright distributed copies of the unit introduction  
papers. Bright said they have met the requirements of 
WCWA Bylaws Section F for Unit Formation,  
Recognition, and Rank Structure, and have more than 
enough members (10 combatants; eight mounts, four 
currently certified and three to be certified 
9/14/2011). Myers said the board will review the  
application and vote on it at the next board meeting. 
Bright said the Bylaws don’t say you need to wait for 
probation. [Secretary’s note, Section F Para. 1  
indicates, after the application details, that there will 
be board approval prior to the start of the probation 
period.] Myers said the new unit has to meet the  
minimum participation numbers for the next two 
events. Bright said they are stoked and want to go to 
Plain. Myers said Plain will not count, they will be 
aligned/mentored by 14th VA Cavalry at Plain. Myers 
described the letter from T. Gulley and said that Ted 
Sayler said he is opposed to starting another cavalry 
unit. Bright said there’s always a shortage of cavalry. 
They have no problem riding and shooting with Bob 
Davisson and the 14th Virginia. Myers asked if  
Davisson/14th Virginia still has sufficient riders.  
Davisson said they have four riders and eight  
dismounted.  
Proxy Constitutional Amendment. Marc Fischer 
said that according to the WCWA Constitution,  
proxies have to be served by a person with a similar 
type unit (artillery, cavalry, civilian, infantry, and  



specialty). Fischer moved to change the proxy  
requirement from a person having membership 
with the same branch of service to a person having 
membership in good standing with any other unit. 
Myers said there is a Bylaws committee but this is a 
Constitutional amendment. Bonnie Starr said  
Constitutional changes must be published a month in 
advance. Alred said it could be voted on at the next 
General Membership meeting. Motion failed for lack 
of a second.  
Proposed Event Schedule 2012. Howard Struve  
distributed the 2012 event schedule sheets. Struve said 
the schedule includes board meetings on the third  
Saturday of every month. For some sanctioned events, 
he did not receive applications. Struve left those events 
on the schedule and will contact those past event  
coordinators to see if the event is happening again and 
if they will be coordinating the event. For the Mount 
Rainier Scenic Railroad/Elbe events, Tom Peloquin 
said he will meet with the hosts next weekend. Struve 
said he didn’t get an application for Plain next year. He 
said the property owner would love to have us back 
next year. Struve said the City of Roy looks forward to 
having us. The Battle of Kelley Farm would conflict 
with the St. Maries and Fort Stevens events. Struve 
said the Event Planning Committee will review and 
digest the information received, to-date. Event budgets 
will be reviewed at the next meeting. A. Myers said we 
need to know how many events will be skirmishes  
because the insurance rates go by risk associated with 
firing the muskets. A. Flores said we need to know 
what’s sponsored and what’s sanctioned.  
Flores said before event voting begins, please keep two 
things in mind.  
1) Try to spread events over/around the state so that 
everyone has to travel to events.  
2) To benefit from statewide funding, the WCWA 
needs to be recognized as a statewide organization. 
The WCWA needs to be in a minimum of ten different 
counties, not just located on the west side of the state. 
  
Bonney Lake, Battle at Kelley Farm, Sept. 1-3 
(Labor Day Weekend), sponsored public battle 
event. Event coordinator Elisa Breland proceeded to 
make a Powerpoint presentation for the event. She  
related that a three-weekend Renaissance Faire has 
been at this Bonney Lake site each summer so she  
contacted Kelley Farm and they replied with  
excitement about having a WCWA event there.  
Bonney Lake is located 37 miles from Seattle, 40miles 
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from Olympia, and 292 miles from Spokane. Kelley 
Farm is approximately 1.5 blocks from HWY 410, on 
the old Sumner-Buckley Highway, in a huge  
residential area. However, the location is secluded with 
just one house and building showing from the grounds. 
It’s a 240 acre farm that has been in operation since 
1864 (established by William Kelley and family). It is 
now owned by several persons and managed by a 
property management company. They do weddings 
and other special events. There is one owner in  
particular that’s a Civil War buff and is very excited to 
have the WCWA there. The manager of the site is also 
very excited to have a WCWA event and is easy to 
work with. The area we would use includes 40 acres. 
The majority of the area we would have for the  
battlefield and camps is flat land. There is forest in 
background. Breland would coordinate the amenities 
such as land usage, water, etc. Venue staff would be on
-site and available to help us with any issues. We can 
have fire pits. The staff will help with advertising. At 
this year’s annual Renaissance Faire, they had 7,500 
people the first weekend, and over 12,000 on the  
consecutive weekends.  
The site would like the WCWA event to occur  
September, 1-3, 2012. The ground is drier in early  
September. The ground is prepared well prior to that 
time for the Renaissance Faire so site rental will be 
less expensive for the WCWA. They are open to  
having an event in July, but more site preparation 
would have to occur then and there is no current  
sponsored Labor Day weekend event. Beth Sier said 
one advantage of having something in Washington is 
not a lot of WCWA members go to Fort Stevens.  
Breland showed preliminary expenses. The Pierce 
County sheriff is required to be there and we are  
required to pay them. They budget $2,000 for the  
sheriff, $2,000 for venue (plus a percentage of gate 
proceeds after expenses are paid), $10,000 total for 
projected expenses. Other expenses could include  
music for a dance, a Sunday evening social event, and 
advertising. For advertising, Breland plans to canvass 
area schools; seek sponsorships by local businesses; 
place fliers at local retail and antique stores; contact 
talk radio shows and local residences; use the internet, 
local newspapers, and possibly billboards; and  
potentially hold fundraising activities. The date for a 
Bonney Lake event was noted as being a considerable 
conflict with Fort Stevens. However, if it was held  
another weekend we would not have a three day event. 
The event can be moved further into September but the 
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site host wanted it Labor Day weekend. A. Flores said 
we are losing locations to have events; we deserve to 
put our club first, not piggyback off of Oregon’s events. 
This is a close, urban place where we can really reach 
the public. It’s worth giving this place a shot. R. Starr 
said he agrees; he knows people like Fort Stevens. Starr 
said the reason this club exists is because we broke 
away from Oregon. A lot of WCWA members go to 
Willamette and Stevens. E. Heino said a considerable 
number of NCWC members came to Port Gamble. N. 
Alred said this is a venue that we need to consider. M. 
Fischer agreed, the WCWA gets no money out of Fort 
Stevens. N. Harriman said the only drawback is you 
won’t have any sutlers because they all go to Fort  
Stevens and they aren’t about to give Stevens up. H. 
Struve said we have wanted to have more sites in  
suburban areas. This field is big, in a suburban area, so 
it looks really good. The homes are set back far enough, 
it’s nice and we don’t think there will be security  
problems. There’s a lot of trees, it doesn’t feel like 
you’re in the middle of Bonney Lake. So it meets a lot 
of the criteria. Places like this are hard to find any more. 
Marymoor etc. are on a different mission, the Civil War 
is not on their radar. A. Flores said in terms of the  
sutlers, it may be that we have to go out scrounging for 
vendors. We may not have regular sutlers, but if we can 
create more of a crowd then it may monetarily be worth 
sutlers’ while to come to the event. Harriman said he 
loves going to first time events, and it will likely attract 
a good crowd. Flores said we are going to conflict with 
Oregon and run into sutler issues; everyone is looking 
to make more money. The ground at this site is already 
trampled down (from a prior event); it would be perfect 
for our use. If income can surpass expenses and the site 
gains a good chuck of our profit, then we will be in a 
good position. Breland said the site hosts are looking at 
having us there long-term. B. Starr said with the  
economy as it is, the fair in Monroe made more than in 
the past ten years. People are looking more and more at 
local events. Reenactors cannot afford the gas money to 
travel long distances. This site would also be a  
tremendous recruiting possibility. Saville asked if the 
ground would be in adequate condition following the 
Renaissance Faire; Breland said it will be fine; we will 
be on the property within a week after the Renfaire 
which is there for three weeks.  
Union Gap, Battle at Fullbright Park, June or  
September, sponsored or sanctioned public battle 
event. Rich Bright said the City of Union Gap would 
like an event at Fulbright Park. There are new people in 

charge, at the Central Washington Agricultural  
Museum, and they would like an event there. This 
event can probably be done for less than $3,000. The 
weekend they’re encouraging is Father’s Day weekend 
in June [June 16-17, 2012, the weekend after Fort  
Simcoe]. They are willing to give the WCWA use of 
the entire area for $500-$600. This would be a full  
reenactment, either WCWA-sanctioned or sponsored. 
They have 3-4 sets of bleachers and can creatively cut 
hay so that there’s some patches. The camp area will 
have shade. The gazebo area is available. There is no 
noise ordinance. There are a number of open dates; 
consideration should be made that it goes over 90  
degrees in the summer in Yakima. There is  
occasionally water on the field. In September, during 
the Central Washington Fair, the farm museum has a 
display at the fairgrounds and the event could be  
promoted at the fair, especially if we did the event the 
weekend after the fair [fair runs the last week of  
September so event in that case would be the first or 
second weekend of October]. Bruce Smith asked if the 
ground is the same as before, when reenactments were 
held in Union Gap. Bright said it’s the same field but 
just a lot larger (includes museum area). The city of 
Union Gap wants people coming in. Beth Sier said 
there needs to be more port-a-potties, including those 
for disabled, than those listed. Anna asked if they 
would have issues with fire pits; Bright said there 
should not be a problem. He said a board member went 
and looked at fire pits at another event and thought the 
pits looked okay. Bright gave Union Gap city  
councilman contact info to H. Struve.  
Chehalis, Battle of Chehalis River, July 21-22, 
sponsored public battle event. Rusty Starr said the 
site is a huge tract of farm land, 70+ acres, with one 
entrance in and out. There is direct access to the  
Chehalis Steam Train adjacent to the property. The 
steam train is willing to participate with the event;  
reenactors and spectators can board the train at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Museum and deboard at the event 
site. Reenactors may go right into battle from the train 
if commanders choose to do so. There are two sources 
for water and the farm is bordered on the north side by 
the Chehalis River. The barn on the farm can be used 
for a lyceum or barn dance. The farm house on the 
property is rented and is not available. There is a huge 
parking area. There are no visible modern contrivances 
except existing buildings on the south side of property. 
The site is approximately one mile off Interstate 5 at 
Chehalis. The event should not cost the WCWA a sin-
gle cent [provided City of Chehalis funding is ap-
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proved] and the gate proceeds will be shared between 
the WCWA and other event sponsors. Starr said the Cit-
ies of Chehalis and Centralia are very supportive of this 
event and are bending over backwards with regard to 
funding, publicity, and security. They plan to provide 
participants with some amenities. The landowner is also 
very supportive of this event. He is an avid vintage  
motorbiker and has bike races there. He will cut the 
grass hay however we want it. We can dig fire pits, put 
up fencing, etc. B. Starr said part of the area is flat but 
the battlefield is wavy ground and goes up to where the 
river is. It would lend itself to an Antietam Sunken Road 
type battle scenario. Starr said the ground reminds you 
of the Virginia countryside. In relation to the Veteran’s 
Museum, the site is west by one-half mile. R. Starr said 
he will post pictures of the site on the WCWA Facebook 
website and we can set something up for a subsequent 
board meeting. B. Starr said we need to give advance 
notice to go to the property as it is private property. The 
railroad tracks are only used for the tourist train and it 
goes slow; the train starts blowing its whistle about ten 
minutes before it gets to the farm.  
Spokane, Battle of Spokane, May 26-28, sponsored 
public battle event. Bob Davisson said he will be  
Spokane event coordinator. They are looking at a  
number of sites due to the permit issue (Discover Pass 
requirement) now in effect at state parks. N. Harriman 
said it doesn’t matter what state park you go to, you pay 
$10 per day or $30 for an annual pass. Harriman said if 
you’re a sportsman, you’ve probably already got the  
permit. R. Bright said if you’re a disabled vet, you can 
get the permit for free. A. Myers said we need to  
consider what the public has to pay and whether the fee 
will impact public participation.  
Chehalis Veteran’s Memorial Museum Events, dates 
TBD, sanctioned. Rusty said there will be events at the 
Veteran’s Museum in Chehalis. There will be no battle 
or skirmish at these events, but rather presentations  
inside the museum building. It is a good venue for  
recruiting as lots of military buffs attend these events. 
The events will be published as soon as Saville and Starr 
know the official dates.  
Fort Walla Walla. B. Starr said at Fort Walla Walla, 
the fort officials would love to see a much bigger event. 
However, they had to put a kybosh on shooting because 
there’s original flow glass in the buildings and they did-
n’t want it to be damaged. One participant aimed a gun 
at a spectator, which prompted the director to take ac-
tion. Some of the reenactors say the director was out of 
line but the director said he was only bringing up safety 

issues. At any place, participants have to follow the 
rules. There would be no charge for our  
participation; however, Starr said Terry Mourning is 
trying to decide if there’s enough participation to  
warrant having the event in the future. Starr said it is a 
great museum and she got to take a close look at  
certain things. Their hat, textile, and quilt collections 
are amazing. They had marriage certificates, diaries, 
etc. to substantiate dates and time periods for the  
articles. Starr said the museum director wondered if 
there was a rule that Western Washingtonians don’t 
cross the mountains.  
IX. For the Good of the Order.  
A. Past Event Reports.  
St. Maries. H. Struve said, on behalf of T. Mourning, 
“St. Maries was a huge success. The reenactors had 
loads of fun. The town could have promoted us a bit 
better but they are looking forward to having us next 
year in 2012. They found out we are a class act and 
have invited us back next year.”  
B. Upcoming Event Reports.  
Mount Rainier Scenic Railroad, Elbe, Sept. 17. 
Tom Peloquin said the Mount Rainier Scenic Railroad 
event is next Saturday and they can always use more 
participants. They can make up battle scenarios as 
needed. Overnight camping is welcome.  
Plain, October 1-2. H. Struve said Peter Jensen could 
not attend the meeting. Bruce Smith said he just  
returned from a recent event over there and it’s  
amazing the number of people that are aware of the 
upcoming WCWA event. A lot of people are looking 
forward to it. Smith said we need to have a great  
turnout because there’s going to be a heck of a public 
turnout. He said Grahame Watson’s daughter is  
promoting this event everywhere and has never seen 
an event promoted like this. So far, Smith is impressed 
with what they’re doing. He said the weather during 
early October, and maybe even into November, is  
usually pretty nice. Watson kind of takes the bull by 
the horns; if you have any questions about the event, 
please go through Peter Jensen. Smith said he has a 
bunch of the rack cards to distribute. Struve said you 
can stay late at the event site, to like Wednesday,  
October 5-- just don’t become a permanent fixture. 
Music will be in the barn on Saturday night. Struve 
said Watson is really excited, is pushing 80 but he’s 
still dynamite. Smith said it will be interesting to see 
how the event shakes out financially. B. Starr said 
there are no hotel rooms available due to it being  
Autumn Festival in Leavenworth. N. Harriman said 



My name is Marc Williams and I am asking for 
your vote as Vice Chairman of the Washington 
Civil War Association.  
  
I have been a member of the Washington State Civil 
War Association for ten years. I've held the rank of 
Corporal through Sergeant Major and now serve as 
Adjutant to Colonel Gulley. I have attended board 
meetings, representing the Brigade Commander and 
reporting to the Administrative Board. It has become 
apparent to me that the Administrative Board has lost 
sight of the reasons for which they were elected to 
serve our membership. 
 
As Vice Chairman I would work to accomplish the 
following; 
  
Equality - I would strive for equal representation of 
units, both East and West of the Cascades, not only at 
meetings of the  
General Board but also in events. 
 
Accountability - As members of the WCWA we need 
to have an Administrative Board that serves the gen-
eral membership in a completely transparent manner. I 
would not cease laboring to achieve a full disclosure 
to the general membership of the operations of this 
association. The general membership has been left too 
long in the dark and it is time to shed light on the 
means and methods in which our association has been 
operating. 
  
Viability - The general membership has been informed 
that we are facing insolvency due to factors from 
event planning to budgeting. If we continue to operate 
outside our means then our ability to serve as living 
historians of the Civil War might cease to exist. In 
serving as the Vice Chairman I want to ensure that we 
can continue to reenact for ourselves, but to also bring 
history alive to those that wish to learn about a great 
and turbulent time in American history. 
  
As a small businessman and longtime member I would 
bring a no-nonsense approach to the operation and ad-
ministration of our association. Your vote for me will 
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Hello, my name is Howard Struve, and I would 
appreciate your vote for office of  

Vice Chairperson. 
 
My family enjoys reenacting the American Civil 
War. My son, Josiah, and I joined the  
Washington Civil War Association (WCWA) 
in 2002 with the Tahoma Navy as a Marine. My son 
and I portray military personas while my wife, 
daughter and now grandson portray civilian personas. 
As members of the Tahoma Marine Guard, I have 
held the rank of Private, Corporal, 2nd Sergeant and 
now serve as the Commanding officer. Since we 
joined the WCWA we have learned much about the 
American Civil War. We attribute that to the mem-
bers of the WCWA. 
 
The WCWA has a dynamic membership  
spanning across the state of Washington as well into 
Oregon, Idaho, and British Columbia. The adminis-
trative board needs to serve all members inside and 
outside of this state. For the time I have served on the 
administrative board the membership growth has 
been at the highest level of over 1,000 members in 
2011. I like to see at minimum all unit commanders 
at our board meetings. Since the WCWA member-
ship is spread out, that remains a difficult challenge. I 
would like to see if computer technology could solve 
that problem so that at minimum, unit commanders 
can participate in the board meetings without travel-
ing long distances. 
 
Serving in the office of Vice Chairperson you can 
count on the following: 
 

be the first step of many that we must take in 
order to better the WCWA and ensure our ability 
to carry out our mission; to honor their memory 
and  
sacrifice for our nation and its people.  
  
Thank you for your support. 
  
Captain Marc "TD" Williams,  
Adjutant, Adams' Legion 
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affordable. In addition, as a event coordinator, I desire to 
assist other event coordinators with planning 
their events. In some cases I have been asked to visit po-
tential sites; how to become an event coordinator; budget-
ing questions; etc.  
 
Accessibility: I will continue to remain accessible (via 
telephone and/or e-mail) to any member(s) that have any 
ideas, questions, 
concerns, etc. The duty of any board member is to be ac-
cessible at events, at home, not just at board meetings. 
 
Thank you to all that have shared the history of American 
Civil War to the public, friends, family, schools, to those 
serving in the armed forces and veterans. I enjoy serving 
the members of the WCWA. It is in my opinion, and oth-
ers, that the WCWA is one of the best reenactment asso-
ciations. My family has made many friends in the WCWA 
and I look forward to establishing new friendships every 
year. 
 
While working in the construction industry, I learned to 
work as a team player for the success of project(s). I desire 
to work with individuals to bring creating solutions to the 
table and solve potential issues ahead of time. I would ap-
preciate your vote for the office of Vice Chairperson. 
Thank you! 
 
Your humble servant, 
Howard Struve�

Photo of the Struve’ used with permission by Bryan Peterson 

To assist the Administrative Board and the  
General Board members in order to make the administra-
tive responsibilities of the WCWA 
run smoothly. Yes, of course, we are volunteers and life 
does get in the way at times, but all WCWA members are 
counting on the 
administrative board to carry out their  
responsibilities of the elected office, respectfully. This in-
cludes attending all board meetings 
and being available to the members of the WCWA.  The 
Administrative Board needs to be proactive not reactionary. 
We need to plan, at minimum 2-5 years, ahead in the areas 
of finances (budgets, etc.), insurance, recruitment, member-
ships, events, safety, etc. for the betterment of the WCWA.  
 
One of my goals as a Vice Chairperson is to see that the 
Administrative Board is looking ahead. 
In the area of finances, the WCWA has remained and con-
tinues to be solvent. Of course, more can be done. The ad-
ministrative board cannot afford to be stagnant. We need to 
have sufficient reserve funds on hand to meet any financial 
challenges in the coming years. Some of our biggest ex-
penses are liability  
insurance and battle events. The cost to the WCWA for 
providing liability insurance and sponsoring events contin-
ues to increase each and every year. I will work with the 
Board to keep the costs of operating the WCWA to a mini-
mum so that we can save money and build a reserve fund. 
So the WCWA will remain on good financial standing now 
and into the future. In addition, we cannot forget to keep 
the cost of WCWA memberships, and ticket prices for the 
general public attending our events affordable to all. 
 
Committees: In addition to WCWA members  
attending board meetings, the WCWA bylaws  
established committees as way to provide input into the 
WCWA. We need these committees to be active. No single 
individual can guide this association by themselves. Com-
mittees provide members of the WCWA with opportunities 
to participate in the direction of the WCWA. I will assist 
the Chair to make sure any members of the WCWA will 
have opportunities to participate as they desire. 
 
Recruiting: Part of the future of the WCWA,  
reenacting, etc. is going to be finding new members every 
year. Without new recruits this association will disappear 
over a short period time. We need to create opportunities to 
recruit new members. 
Events: We need to find event sites that are thrilled to host 
our Living History/Reenactment events and work together 
to sponsor and/or keep our event costs  
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KOA (was Thousand Trails) is still open for camping 
and may have trailer rentals.  
C. Unit Reports.  
Tahoma Marines. H. Struve said they went back to 
Bull Run and were very grateful for one person, Roy 
Houston, who drove all of their gear back and  
participated in the event.  
D. Announcements.  
New Membership Applications and Fees. A. Flores 
asked that everyone spread the word, the General 
Board voted to implement a $5 charge for the Dispatch 
if one chooses to receive a hardcopy by mail. The new 
applications are on the WCWA website, 
www.wcwa.net; do not use the old membership  
applications.  
Unit commanders, it is your responsibility to collect 
the appropriate amount of money for dues and fees 
from your members. You need to know if a member 
indicates that their 26-year old son or daughter is a  
student, living at home under their support or is out of 
work, living at home or elsewhere. If teenagers are 
participating by themselves, the fee is only $15. Flores 
said there have been three NSF checks this year. She is 
still awaiting collection for one NSF check.  
Beth Sier is now the membership coordinator. Her 
information will be in the Dispatch and she will be 
the go-to person for memberships. Flores will handle 
the WCWA financial aspects. Sier said she wants to 
see a commander’s signature on all membership  
applications.  
Administrative Board Election. R. Bright asked 
when the ballots will be sent out. A. Myers said they 
will go out after the Plain event balloting. A. Flores 
said it seems strange that a civilian who has been a 
military company commander this year will be able to 
run for the civilian leader position but there’s nothing 
in the Bylaws to prevent it. N. Alred said some people 
go back and forth, between civilian and military roles, 
and it should be okay.  
M. Fischer said he’s a neighbor to John Caverly, is on 
the election committee, and they will be checking 
membership cards. There will be a mail-in option as 
well as the booth at the Plain event.  
Myers requested N. Alred to read the nominee names 
for the record.  
Chair, Nathan Alred and Al Myers.  
Vice Chair, Howard Struve and Marc Williams.  
Secretary, Kevin Saville.  
Treasurer, Anna Flores.  

Confederate Battalion Commander, Tobey Gulley.  
Confederate Civilian Community Leader, Linda 
Myers.  
Federal Brigade Commander, Ted Sayler and Ryan 
Wilder.  
Federal Civilian Community Leader, Erena Heino and 
Derrick Sturgill.  
NCWC Event Registration and Reciprocity. H. 
Struve said that at Fort Stevens, some WCWA  
members had problems at registration. Struve said,  
depending on who was staffing the table, you may 
have been able to point to your name or you may have 
had to produce your membership card. Struve  
requested that unit commanders take membership 
forms for new members; it’s the unit commander’s job 
to fill out forms. He added that the NCWC will accept 
forms that are presented by the unit commanders. 
Anna said she’s been in contact with one of Oregon’s 
registration ladies; they plan to be in contact and  
provide paid membership lists for each other’s  
sponsored events. If you can’t, or don’t, receive your 
card, your name should be on the list because the lists 
will be current. If you haven’t renewed, then you have 
to pay to play in Oregon. R. Bright asked if a  
reciprocal agreement applies to rules; A. Myers said 
we play by their (NCWC/Oregon) rules at their events. 
Myers said guests always have to follow the host’s 
rules. Myers said the “reciprocal” nature is that we 
don’t have to pay at their events and vice versa.  
X. Adjournment. Meeting was adjourned at 11:54 
a.m. by A. Myers.  
Next Meeting is October 16, 2011 at the Snohomish 
G.A.R. Cemetery Hall.  
Respectfully Submitted,  
Kevin R. Saville , Secretary 1999-2005 & 2011  
Washington Civil War Association  

Ladies and Gentlemen of the WCWA,  
It is annual election time for Washington Civil War  
Association Administrative Board members. It has been an 
honor and a pleasure for me to serve in 2011 as  
Secretary of the WCWA. Although performing in this  
capacity takes time and energy, I appreciate the  
opportunity to be of service and to contribute to the operation 
of this association. I recall indicating during elections years 
ago (having been Secretary from 1999-2005), something to the 
effect of “what you see is what you get.” If you are satisfied 
with my performance as Secretary, I welcome and encourage 
you to vote for me. Conversely, if you would like to see some-
one else be Secretary, I welcome and encourage you to write 
that person’s name on your ballot. If you have suggestions for 
me regarding performance of the Secretary’s duties, I welcome 
your communication. I look forward to all of the opportunities 
that are in store for the WCWA and its membership in 2012.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, I humbly remain your obedient servant.  
Kevin Saville, Olympia – kevin@saville.net  



The Dispatch Page 11 October, 2011 

the public and to give the W.C.W.A. the ability to 
grow financially as a club. 
 
I would like to see the Union Battalion become more 
mobile. I would like to see Company Commanders 
be given the opportunity to take the initiative more 
often. My compliments to the battalion for making 
notable improvements this year but I think we can 
go further. Heck, I would like total Anarchy on the 
battlefield if I had my choice but I know that we 
have to leave behind a few soldiers to protect the 
colors. I would propose that for each battle, one or 
more of the larger units be “unleashed” on the  
enemy. Whether they flank the enemy to death, 
sweep the field or die gloriously is up to them but I 
think this would add to the show tremendously. 
Nothing tests the abilities of our officers and those 
of our opponents like being under pressure. The  
enthusiasm generated by our troops would be  
apparent to the crowd and make a huge difference to 
our overall presentation. I support pre-battle  
demonstrations to the public so that they gain an  
understanding before the battle starts. It is the best 
kind of drill because everyone wins. It is all about 
the show. I support the very best relations with the 
C.S.A. Battalion possible. If you know me, you 
know I spend as much time in the Confederate camp 
as my own and count many friends there. 
 
I have been with the Union Brigade for a long time. 
I have served many years as a rifleman and officer. 
This year, I attended eight battle events across the 
state and Idaho. I have what it takes and am  
confident that you will enjoy having me as your new 
brigade commander. If you get tired, I have enough 
enthusiasm for the both us. I hope I can count on 
your interest in something new and exciting as well 
as your vote. 
 
With best wishes and safety wherever you go. 
Ryan Wilder 
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It is with great regard that I accept the nomination 
for Union Battalion Command. I first joined this 
club at the age of 11 and have grown up reenacting 
the American Civil War. I consider the reenactors of 
this organization over the last 15 years as my family. 
I have a tremendous respect for those that give 
countless hours to benefit the W.C.W.A. in regards 
to both the military and civilian aspects of this club. 
I am interested in excitement for our club. We  
portray history in a way that is like none other. We 
are not in a classroom…We are not watching a film. 
We take the field in cold, wet, dry or heat to  
demonstrate to the public. It is not always easy but 
we do it. I believe the public comes to our events to 
see Joshua L. Chamberlain’s charge or the Chaos 
that was Manassas. It is our job to provide that  
excitement. It is our job to provide stories to talk 
about when then “Remember when” discussion 
comes around the campfire. This is what we need to 
make out club grow. This is what we need to engage 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the WCWA, 
My name is Ted Sayler and I ask for your vote for Union 
Battalion Commander. Together, we've maintained and 
built upon the excellent work of our past battalion leader-
ship. We've made the Army of the Columbia efficient in 
camp function and drill. We've remained a formidable, 
entertaining, and authentic force on the battlefield. We 
have built excellent relationships with our Confederate 
brothers...and they are indeed our brothers.  
 
You, the loyal and dedicated soldiers and civilians, have 
done all that. All I can add to it is my pledge to always 
work for the best interests of the Union Battalion and the 
WCWA. You know how I operate. I promise to continue 
it next season. I welcome new ideas and methods of  
operating...an example of that is the change of Morning 
Parade time. It was better for the soldiers and more  
entertaining for the spectators. It was not my idea, but 
I was happy to adopt it.   
 
Let us continue to build upon what we've all already  
accomplished. I have always felt more than honored to be 
your commander and I humbly ask for your vote. 
 
Hail Columbia, 
 
Colonel Ted Sayler 
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Civilian town needs strong and supportive leadership who can 
nurture and strengthen a supportive and educational  
community, to encourage the growth of both individual  
knowledge and group presentations. 
 
I have many ideas gleaned from my years of living history that 
can benefit Civilian town . Foremost is planning, because a 
leader is only as effective as their worst plan and their  
accessibility . Likewise I know that each of you have ideas for 
civilian town that I would like to encourage and help you  
develop so that each civilian reenactor knows they have  
contributed to the success of the civilian community. 
 
As Union Civilian Leader I will be available throughout the 
event . My work schedule allows me to arrive at events early 
for set up and I have already had a few people volunteer to help 
improve the layout  of streets and communication.  I will work 
with event coordinators and the confederate civilian leader to 
make set up easier and more community-minded. 
 
As Union Civilian Leader I will work to have multiple events 
and scenarios throughout the weekend. These can include town 
parades to celebrate the soldiers, speeches and recitals for the 
benefit of the town, recruitment drives in town and other  
activities that will allow the soldiers and civilians to interact. I 
will also encourage arts and social instruction, etiquette and 
persona lessons for newer reenactors and those who have  
information to share.  These things need not be reserved for 
living history conferences and will help to get the public  
engaged in the civilian camps. 
 
I have been part of some truly wonderful living history in my 
thirty years of reenacting. I want to share my knowledge with 
the civilian community and help each civilian, from the most 
experienced to the newest reenactor, to enjoy reenacting as 
much as I do. 

Derrick Sturgill 
Candidate: Union Civilian Leader 

Personal History: 
I come from Virginia where, as a child, I spent my pocket 
money on old lead bullets, musty cartridge boxes and confeder-
ate money.  I grew up in a place where the civil war was spo-
ken of as if the soldiers were down the street, just out of sight 
and anecdotes were told about ancestors as if the letter had 
arrived just last week.  I came across the country when still in 
school, carrying my love of history with me . In Oregon I be-
gan to grow my library and later a family.  I live outside of 
Portland in an old farm house with a library that has just ex-
panded into a second room with my wife, four-year-old son, 
two cats and a ghost. 
Living History Experience: 
I first participated in living history when I was a child in Vir-
ginia. I was fascinated by the flint-lock muskets of the revolu-
tionary war reenactors and learned as much as I could . As we 
moved west my living history portfolio diversified to include 
Medieval, French and Indian, Civil War and more recently 
World War I.  My wife, Heather, and I began civil war reenact-
ing together in 1999.  At that time I didn’t know much about 
what a woman would do while the soldiers were at war, but 
needed to learn to help my wife. 
 
When we founded the 2nd U.S. Sharpshooters in 2004, Heather 
jumped at the chance to take on a male persona and see how 
the other half lived. She enjoyed the community and the con-
stant activity of a busy military camp until the approaching 
arrival of our son made returning to a civilian persona neces-
sary.  This time we were better prepared. Heather and I studied 
everything from  
children’s clothing to mourning.  We since have   
expanded our civilian town from one tent with no  
presentations, to a bustling civil encampment with  
children happily playing with wooden toys, men  
discussing the war, and women sewing, producing  
homemade yeast and apple butter, cooking, writing to their 
loved ones, mourning their losses,  
sending aid to the hospitals and so much more.  Since my re-
tirement from field command I have enjoyed the constant ac-
tivity and the harmonious family atmosphere we have devel-
oped.  My place is now firmly in the civilian town. 
 
Choose Me for Union Civilian Leader: 
Civilian town is the home and stage for an underrepresented 
group vital to events of the Civil War . One cannot tell the 
whole story of the War Between the States unless one begins 
and ends with the citizens who supported the armies, the citi-
zens whose homes were destroyed, the citizens who gave eve-
rything for their country and cause. 
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To all my friends who portray Federal Civilians: 
 
My name is Erena Heino. For the past seven years I 
have portrayed a Union Civilian. As a abolitionist 
schoolmarm. I was elected for the 2011 season as   
Union Civilian Community Leader. 
 

I have been asked to run again for this position, and I 
humbly accept. During the past season I have worked 
toward the recognition of all Union civilians as a vital 
part of the history that we portray to the public. This 
past year the number of Union civilians have grown 
greatly. I have worked with my counterpart Linda 
Myers, the Confederate Civilian leader to portray 
town life of civilians that has included both military 
and non-military civilians. 
 

As your elected Union civilian community leader it is 
my responsibility to sit on the executive board at the 
general board meetings, and to the best of my ability 
listen and communicate the thoughts and needs of 
every Union civilian. My goals for next year if elected 
is to work with the representatives of all military     
civilian units to create activities, forums, and learning 
opportunities for all civilians military and non- mili-
tary. Each one of us plays an important part of making 
the Federal civilian aspect of the American Civil War 
vital to this hobby. 
 
Please dear friends let your voice be heard and vote in 
this election. It is at this time I humbly ask you to      
re-elect me as your Union Civilian Community 
Leader. 
 
Your most humble servant, 
Mrs. Erena Heino 
Union Civilian Community Leader 
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Greetings fellow WCWA Members, 
 
    Thank you for the opportunity to run for 
the position of Vice Chairman of the WCWA and 
the nomination. I have been a long time member of 
this Club and have served in many capacities over 
my 15 plus years giving me a unique insight into 
not only the past history of this Club but also its 
daily workings. I have been a Civil War Reenac-
tor/Living Historian since 1972 and have been 
dedicated to the Mission statement and Goals of 
this Club since joining.  I have served as Vice 
Chairman, Chairman and Confederate Battalion 
Commander, and on multiple committees in this 
Club. That being said I would like to withdraw my 
name from consideration and place all my support 
behind Marc Williams for Vice Chairman, and I 
ask that all those who would have voted for me 
please do the same. This Club needs Young and 
fresh ideas and people who are dedicated to  
moving this Club forward with fairness and  
accountability in mind and I see this in Marc. 
 
 Thank you for your support, and kind  
consideration all these years.            
 
 Frank L. “Rusty” Starr 
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Administrative 
Board 

(Elected Officers) 

 
Chair:  Al Myers 

253-514-4907 
aamhi2@ 

wavecable.com 
 

Vice Chair 
Howard Struve 
360-874-8548 

hstruve@ 
wavecable.com  

 
Secretary  

Kevin Saville 
Kevin@saville.net 

360-292-0966 
 

Treasurer  
Anna Flores 

Cell 206-276-4769 
Wcwa 

treasurer@yahoo.com 
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For Sale:  
One original Austrian Lorenz .58 Cal in good 
condition. $650.00 
 
One First generation Parker Hale 1858 three 
band Musket .58 cal in very very good condi-
tion $750.00 
 
Contact Frank "Rusty" Starr for more info 
majfstarr@aol.com or  
425-248-0992  

Looking for willing and motivated Volunteers to Join 
the  

Veteran Reserve Corps                                      
( formerly known as the Invalid Corps) 

 especially to All those who may thought their days 
of service to their Country (and reenacting) had 
ceased. Any interested folks are     cordially invited 
to inquire about the establishment of such unit 
within the WCWA by        contacting: 

Harold Voltz (U.S. Medical)- Spokane 

tenorreb@comcast.net/ cell phone: (509) 991-0850 
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