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THE LAST CAMPAIGN
OF THE THIRD U.S. INFANTRY

It is my sorrowful duty to report
the complete demise of the Third
United States Infantry. They have
fought the Good Fight.

Moving up the dusty roads
through the pine-shrouded high-
lands to join Sheridan in the Valley
of Virginia, the army once again
came upon our old adversary in the
tatterdemalion ranks of the valor-
ous Adam'’s Legion. Thus began the
most sanguinary conflict | have
ever taken part in.

The “Old Guard,” reinforced with
a complement of the Fourth U.S,,
had the honor of taking part, with
elements of the Third Michigan and
Twentieth Maine, in a magnificent
charge which broke the back of a
determined and desperate Confed-
erate assault upon our fortifica-
tions. Heavy blows were given and
received. The morale of my little
band of Regulars was never higher.
Oh! but the fickle fortunes of war!

The next morning, in breaking
through the rebel forces to relieve
the beleaguered Highlanders, the
Regulars became isolated behind
enemy lines. Our casualties were
staggering, rebel artillery especially
wreaking havoc upon my poor boys.
At one time we occupied a small
Virginia town, surrounded by the
Confederate host. Here | was faced
with the most distasteful duty I
have ever had to perform while in
service.

Private North had “gone south.”
The evidence was painfully obvious.

Heeding the siren call of the charms
of Southern womanhood, Private
North had deserted comrades and
country. According to the Articles of
War, and to maintain good disci-
pline in this, the crisis of my com-
mand, he was summarily executed
by firing squad. We left his bullet-
riddled body at the edge of town, la-
mented only by the Cause of his dis-
affection.

Guided by a young lady of the
country, The Remnant made its way
back to Union lines. Here the rebel
volleys found me. Shot in the arm,
the leg, the head, and in a place of
which | have a delicacy in mention-
ing, | have been discharged to re-
turn to my old farm in the new state
of West Virginia to finish my days.
Under the War Department’s disas-
trous system of bounties and exemp-
tions, there will be no recruits to re-
fill our ranks. Alas!

If, dear reader, you should happen
to see amongst the sons of Erin
fighting under the emerald folds of
their silken banner faces that look
strangely familiar, you must attrib-
ute it to the vagaries of your vain
imaginations. After all, we are all
just a wee bit Irish.

Faugh-ah-Balaugh!

Respectfully submitted,
Mark Aamot

Atlanta Campaign 1864

~Deschutes Valley~
Rainier, Washington
July 31—August 1, 2004

By Roger de Woodsman, Correspon-
dent of the War Dept.

After moving south from
Myrina Campground to Vinning
Station the Confederate forces of
Adams Legion set up breast-
works along the Chattahoochee
River, north to Powers Ferry.
Their last engagement had been
with Colonel Persinger’'s Army of
the Columbia in late June. Sto-
ries of General Sherman order-
ing General Garrand'’s cavalry to
arrest the civilians of the town of
Roswell were starting to reach
the Confederate’s at Vinning
Station. The report as relayed to
Colonel Wickler was that
Sherman ordered the burning of
the town’s two cotton mills and
the woolen factory. The women
operating the mills, some 400 of
them were arrested and tried for
treason and were being sent off
to northern prisons along with
their children. The route the
Federals would take from Ros-
well to Marietta would most
likely be along the road past
Black Jack Mountain and Wil-
low Creek. General Adams, upon
receiving the report, ordered
Colonel Wickler to move north
along the Chattahoochee River
and intercept if possible the de-
portation of the fine citizens of
Roswell. Having received orders

(Continued on page 2)
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to move north and stop the Feder-
als from reaching Marietta, the
Confederates moved north to
Soap Creek then turned north-
west toward Black Jack Moun-
tain. At a crossroad some two
miles south of Black Jack Moun-
tain, the Confederates’ advance
guard encountered Federal cav-
alry from the 8th Illinois com-
manded by Captain Buntain. The
14th Virginia Cavalry under Cap-
tain Marshall drew their car-
bines, dismounted and engaged
the 8th 11l. as skirmishers. The 8th
made several attempts to break
the 14t"'s [ine but were unable to
drive off the skirmishers. Receiv-
ing word of the engagement, Colo-
nel Wickler sent forward the 15th
Alabama as skirmishers while the
battalion was positioned to en-
gage in possible battle. Advancing
another half mile, the 15t Ala-
bama came upon Federals con-
structing breastworks. The Feder-
als, having been warned by the
scouting party from the 8t IIl.
Cav. was making ready for an at-
tack. Lacking sufficient numbers
to engage the Federals, Captain
LeCocq of the 15t sent word back
to the battalion for reinforce-
ments. The army in front of the
Confederates was the Army of the
Columbia commanded by Colonel
Persinger. Remembering the en-
counter with the A.O.C. the previ-
ous month, Colonel Wickler sent
the 14th VA, Cavalry and 43rd VA.
Cavalry to scout a way around
the Federal position. The objec-
tive was to save the civilians of
the town of Roswell, and not en-
gage until necessary. It was soon
revealed that the forces in front of
Adams Legion were acting as rear
guards for the main forces trans-
porting the civilians to Marietta.
The objective now was to split the
rear guard from the main force
and rescue the loyal Confederate
women and children from certain
internment in a Federal Prison
camp. Colonel Wickler decided to

engage the Federal position to his
front, while sending most of his
army around the rear guard posi-
tion and engage the main body of
troops transporting the civilians to
Marietta. The 15th and 4th Ala-
bama were given the task of keep-
ing the rear guard engaged while
the 26t N C, 7th SC, 1st LA, and
the 7th Tenn. flanked the position
and hit the main force in the cen-
ter of their line. To assist the 15th
and 4th Alabama was Cobbs Bat-
tery and Polks Battery while
Stanfords Battery and Marines
from the CSS Sumter assisted in
the flanking move on the main
Federal force. The 14th Virginia
Cavalry and 43rd VA. Cav. was to
get behind the rear guard and
keep them from forming up with
the main body of Federal troops.
The battle was to begin at 11:00 a.
m., the 15t and 4th Alabama at-
tacking the rear guard with the
other regiments of Adams Legion
engaging the main body of Feder-
als. At the appointed time 15th
and 4th Alabama attacked the Fed-
erals rear guard position and were
met with a fierce and devastating
Artillery barrage. Cobb’s and
Polk’'s Battery responded with an
echoing discourse of shot and shell
upon the Federals’ line. The Union
infantry withheld their fire on the
advancing Confederates until they
were within 75 yards of their line.
The effect was devastating. The
Federals laid down a volley so in-
tense the Confederates had to
withdraw. For the next hour the
artillery from both sides continued
to deliver a barrage of shell so in-
tense a blade of grass couldn’t es-
cape destruction. Alabama shifted
their advance from center to the
Federals left but was met again
with heavy resistance. The re-
mainder of Adams Legion in pur-
suit of the Federals main forces
was having a hard struggle of
their own. Colonel Persinger an-
ticipated an attempt to save the
loyal women of the South, and
sent them ahead to Marietta un-

der guard of the 8th Ill. Cavalry.
Colonel Wickler encountered not an
army on the march, but an army in
line of battle rolling down upon him
like steam locomotives in a race. The
Confederate line broke and fell back
to a wooded area where they formed
a battle line. Colonel Persinger’'s
army halted their advance and
turned their attention to defending
the rear guard that were still en-
gaged with the two Alabama Regi-
ments. With the 15t and 4t Ala-
bama now in danger of being cap-
tured, Colonel Wickler moved to con-
solidate his forces and overtake the
Federals. The 14th and 43 Virginia
Cavalry was deployed to overtake
the 8th 1ll. Cavalry who was guard-
ing the women and children from
Roswell. As the 3rd and 4th US Regu-
lars closed in on the Alabama’s right
flank, the 20t Maine and 28th Mass
charged from their breastworks at
the Alabama’s front. Holding their
ground against the murderous as-
sault from the Federals, the 15t and
4th Alabama let out a loud cheer
upon seeing the 26th NC and 7th SC
come up behind the US Regulars.
Caught between the two Confeder-
ate forces the 3rd and 4th US were
forced to withdraw to the safety of
the breastworks. The Carolina Regi-
ments closed on the Alabama’s right
and turned to engage the Federals.
The two armies stayed locked in
combat for the remainder of the af-
ternoon. The minnie balls were so
thick one could almost grab a dozen
or so by holding out his hand. Smoke
and shot filled the air; mangled and
broken bodies littered the field.
Gradually the Confederates fell
back, unable to penetrate the Un-
ion’s breastworks. The casualties on
both sides were high, and neither
army wanted to continue the con-
test. The Federals entrenched be-
hind their breastworks watched the
Confederates melt back into the
wood line. Evening came quickly and
the night felt as black as the devils
heart. The Confederates would not
rest while their women and children
were being driven off to prison by
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Sherman’s demonic army. Colonel
Wickler ordered the army to march
through the night in pursuit of the
Federals still holding the civilians
captive. Colonel Persinger likewise
had ordered his Army of the Colum-
bia to leave the breastworks and
march to Marietta and join up with
Sherman’s main forces. The two ar-
mies marched on almost parallel
lines all through the night. By
morning it was apparent the con-
test would have to be resumed be-
fore the Federals got to Marietta
some three miles distant. Without
delay, Colonel Wickler ordered Ad-
ams Legion to form a line of battle
and crush the Federals in their
path. The sun was just cresting the
horizon when the Confederates hit
the unsuspecting column of Yan-
kees. The battle hardened Federals
formed a defensive line to repel the
Confederates storming down upon
them. Their artillery opened fire
with a perfect storm of grape and
canister cutting down the advanc-
ing line like a scythe cutting wheat.
The Confederate regiments of Ad-
ams Legion having sustained heavy
causalities fell back. Colonel Wick-
ler received word from his cavalry
scouts, that the civilians of Roswell
had arrived in Marietta, and Gen-
eral Sherman had dispatched rein-
forcements to assist Colonel Pers-
inger. Three Ohio regiments of the
Army of the Cumberland com-
manded by General Schofield would
be arriving within the hour. Unable
to continue the pursuit and free the
civilians of Roswell, Colonel Wick-
ler ordered his men to turn south to
Peach Tree Creek. The fate of the
women and children of Roswell was
now in the hands of the enemy. At
last account General Sherman had
the civilians sent to prison camps in
the north. There has been no word
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ON TO ATLANTA | }:
The Civil War
Experiencesof |
Franklin A. Rogers |73

Edited by
R. Bruce Smith

Introduction .
Franklin A.
Rogers, Sr. was
born April 8, 1845
in Plymouth, Maine. By 1861 the
5'5”, blue-eyed, sandy haired youth
was residing in Broadhead, Wiscon-
sin. It was there on November 27,
1861 that the 16 % year old cooper
(barrel or cask maker/mender)
heeded his country’s call to arms to
restore the Union and enlisted in
Co. B, 18th Wisconsin infantry. As a
history of that unit noted, “It (the
18th) was mustered in and left the
state March 30, 1862 for Pittsburg
Landing and reached there April 5.
The next morning, with absolutely
no instruction in the manual of
arms and but little drill, it was or-
dered to check the enemy’s advance
at Shiloh. It fought bravely, losing
24 Killed, 82 wounded and 174 pris-
oners.” Rogers apparently received
a “buck and ball” wound during his
regiment's baptism by fire. Al-
though the wound was likely not
serious, his military tenure was
short-lived. He was soon granted a
medical disability discharge due to
“chronic bronchitis and constant

diarrhea.”

Recovered from his illnesses, gov-
ernment pension documents indi-
cate that on Sept 20, 1863, Rogers,
now 18 % years of age, reenlisted,;
this time as a corporal in Co. G, 1st
Wisconsin cavalry. (Note: the
enlistment date and company desig-
nation differ from those later pre-
sented in Mr. Rogers’ writings.) He
would remain with this regiment
throughout the remainder of the
rebellion.

After the war, Franklin returned
to Broadhead, Wisconsin where, on
April 22, 1866 he married miss

Margaret L. Armley (born c.
1848). The union would produce
two children, Charles F (b. 1867)
and Franklin A., Jr. (b. 1875
Redwing, MN).

By 1903 Franklin, Sr. and
Margaret had moved westward
and were residing in the north
central Washington community
of Wenatchee. It was there Mr.
Rogers died on January 13,
1915. However, during the latter
years of his life the old soldier
penned a number of articles per-
taining to his Civil War soldier-
ing for Wenatchee's newspaper,
The Daily World. Included in
these writings was a weekly se-
ries beginning May 12, 1913 un-
der the auspices of the “G.A.R.
Column” which pertained to cor-
poral Rogers’ experiences on the
road to Atlanta with Union Gen-
eral William T. Sherman’s army.
This is the first installment of
that series.

PART ONE

At Broadhead, Wisconsin, Oc-
tober 6, 1863 when 18 and 5
months old, | re-enlisted as a
veteran volunteer for three years
unless sooner discharged, and
was mustered in the state ser-
vice for the First Wisconsin cav-
alry, October 8, and arrived at
Camp Randall, Madison, Wis-
consin, that evening. On October
10 I was mustered into the
United States service as a vet-
eran volunteer and received $62,
the first installment on my vet-
eran bounty of $400.

On October 11, I climbed over
the tight board fence around
camp and took French leave fur-
lough and went home, arriving
there at night. The next day I
gave my mother $40 and my two
sisters $6.00 apiece to get things
for school. The 13t | went back
to Madison and reported at
headquarters. On October 15th |
was sent in charge of 35 recruits
to Louisville, Kentucky. Arriving

(Continued on page 4)
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there we reported to the officer in
command of the military barracks
at Nashville, Tennessee. | was
there one month and 200 more
men were sent down from the
First, all going into camp two
miles out of Nashville. The fore
part of January, 1864 there were
more men sent down from the
First and Lieutenant Colonel
Terry of the First came to Nash-
ville from Chattanooga. Then we
went to the colonel and drew our
horses, the next day we drew our
saddles and arms, spent two weeks
drilling and breaking our horses
then started for Chattanooga
March 28 and were assigned to our
companies. 20 of the Broadhead
boys and myself being put in Com-
pany A, the balance in Company
B.

We did camp duty, drilled in the
use of arms, sabre exercises and
also drilled with our horses. Every
alternate week we were on cavalry
outpost duty six miles out from the
inside infantry pickets. This duty
always lasted one week. We were
not allowed to take off our side
arms for the week and always had
our carbines where we could put
our hands on them at a moment's
notice. Each week when on picket
we would have skirmishing with
Joe Wheeler’s cavalry and twice he
took two of our outpost prisoner
and the next week we were sure to
go into the side picket lines and
even up.

We never had any time to get
lonesome for between camp duty
and Wheeler, we were busy all the
time. May first we had orders to
pack up our overcoats, blankets
and tents and mark them and they
were all sent to the quartermas-
ter's headquarters at Chattanooga.
We were allowed to take only one
suit of underwear and our poncho,
two horseshoes and 20 nails. The
rest of our saddlebags was used for
curry comb, brush and ammuni-
tion. May fifth we cleaned our
arms, drew ammunition and five

days’ rations and had orders to be
ready to start on 15 minutes’ no-
tice as Sherman was about ready
to start for Atlanta. Sherman’s
Army was at Chattanooga, Rin-
gold and Cleveland, Tennessee.
McCook’s cavalry was attached to
the Fourth corps of General O.O.
Howard of the Army of the Cum-
berland.

The army included the Army of
the Cumberland under General
Thomas with 54,568 infantry,
3,838 cavalry, 2,377 artillery, total
60,783; the Army of Tennessee un-
der General McPherson, infantry
22,437, cavalry 1,667, artillery
679, total 24,465; the Army of the
Ohio under General Schofield, in-
fantry 11,183, cavalry 1,667, artil-
lery 679, total 13,559. The grand
total of Sherman’s army was
98,797.

Johnston’s army under Hardee
and Hood, the leading generals,
had 40,900 infantry, 10,000 cav-
alry, 3,100 artillery, total 54,000.
The reader must remember that
Johnston had every strategic place
fortified from Tunnel Hill to Jons-
burough below Atlanta so when he
was driven out of one place he fell
back to the next fortified place. He
picked his ground and had it pre-
pared to receive Sherman before
the campaign started. My next ar-
ticle will be of Sherman on the
way to Atlanta.

Please Note:
Nominations for the Rachel
Roberts Memorial Award are
requested by the Administrative
Board. Please submit nhomina-
tions to Secretary Kevin Saville
at savillekr@hotmail.com or
(425) 353-8013. The Rachel Rob-
erts Award is presented for out-
standing service to the Washing-
ton Civil War Association by a
WCWA member. It may be pre-
sented to any number of mem-
bers in a given year.

Ladies & Gentlemen:

The 6" Annual
WCWA Living History
Conference,
2005 General
Membership Meeting

& Family Ball
Is scheduled for February 19-20,
2005 at the Washington Soldiers’
Home and Colony in Orting, WA

All activities we've had in the past,
and more, are welcome!
Please consider volunteering to help
coordinate the event, set-up, and/or
present your favorite Civil War topics!

Kindly send your regards to Kevin
Saville before Christmas (so that you'll
stand the best chance of getting some-
thing besides coal in your stocking—but
please don’t expect much).

Mr. Saville is extremely absent-minded, so
reminders of past offers to contribute
would be much appreciated. You may
contact him via e-mail at
savillekr@hotmail.com or phone at (425)
353-8013. Thank you!

Election Results Are In!
Your elected 2005 officers are:

Chair: Daniel D. Rike
Vice-Chair: Thomas G. (Gill)
Bridges
Secretary: Kevin Saville
Treasurer: Cindy Easterson
CS Battalion Commander: Frank
(Rusty) Starr
US Battalion Commander: John
Persinger
CS Civilian Leader: Linda Mount
US Civilian Leader: David Hames
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WCWA BRIGADE CHRISTMAS BALL RESERVATION FORM
“Mid-19th Century Period or Formal Dress”

Brigade Christmas Ball to be presented on December 4, 2004, Bellingham, WA.
Doors Open at: 5:30

Dinner Buffet at: 7:00
Dancing To Follow until 11pm featuring one of the West Coast’s premiere fiddle bands

Location: MAJESTIC BALLROOM, 1027 N. FORREST ST., BELLINGHAM. (See next page.)

Dinner will be a Pot Luck presentation. Please plan on bringing a dish to serve 6-8 people
Alphabetical assignments: ~ A—H Side Dishes of vegetables, potatoes, salad, etc.
I -R Main Entree Items
S—Z Desert Items

Bring place settings for you and your guests. *( An opportunity to set a beautiful place for yourselves!)
Punch and Coffee will be provided. Bring your own individual beverage of your choice.

* Cost to attend:  $15, in U.S. funds per person
$35, in U.S. funds for a family of 3 or more attending together
Guests are welcome, with purchase of reservation

* Questions: Email to David Imburgia at - dvimbl@aol.com

* Complete the below part of the form, detach and mail to: Bunny McClue
6226 McClue Lane
Everson, WA.
98247

* Include your payment, per schedule above, preferably by check, made out to: ‘W.C.W.A.”
* NOTE: RESERVATION FORM MUST BE POSTMARKED IN U.S. BY NOVEMBER 20.
* Tickets may be available at the door, but event likely to be sold out!

* IMPORTANT * You will receive E-mail confirmation of your reservation / Regular mail may not arrive in time.

W.CW.A. BRIGADE CHRISTMAS BALL RESERVATION FORM - December 4, 2004

NAME

ADDRESS W/ ZIP CODE:

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

NUMBER ATTENDING

AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $




